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PREFACE. 


THK  idea  of  this  little  book  is  taken  from  Mr. 
Jones's  Book  of  Nature. 

Few  of  the  emblems  lay  claim  to  much  origina- 
lity. Some  of  the  images  are  by  this  time  become 
common  property ;  and  some  have  been  picked  up 
here  and  there,  where  the  author  could  not  now 
readily  find  them. 

If  children  are  by  any  lawful  means  brought 
to  delight  in  religious  truths,  something  is  gained. 
May  it  please  the  Author  of  all  good  to  bless  this 
little  work  to  such  an  end. 

To  each  emblem  suitable  passages  of  scripture 
are  added.  To  passages  thus  detached  I  am  aware 
that  an  objection  may  be  made  ;  namely,  that  they 
cannot  be  understood  in  their  full,  nor  always 
indeed  in  their  proper  sense,  without  the  context. 
And  this  objection  has  force,  while  the  present 
unhappy  system  of  education  prevails,  where  every 
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thing  is  taught  and  considered  as  important,  save 
that  alone  which  in  a  few  years  will  he  of  any  im- 
portance—the scriptures.  But  if  children  were 
taught  the  bible,  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  as  they 
might  be,  from  their  very  infancy  *  *  *  * 


Thus  far  the  author. — It  remains  for  another  to 
tell,  that  his  hand  was  suddenly  stopped  ;  being 
called  to  put  off  this  tabernacle,  by  that  gracious 
Master,  who  permitted  his  servant  for  a  season  to 
labour  in  the  church  below,  and  has  since  removed 
him  to  the  heavenly  Jerusalem;  where  "  His 
servants  shall  serve  Him."  Rev.xxii.  3. 

The  holy  scriptures,  these  "  statutes  of  the 
Lord,"  having  been  made  his  songs  in  the  house  of 
his  pilgrimage,  were  his  refreshment  and  strength 
in  sickness  and  weakness ;  and  the  glorious  pro- 
mises therein  contained,  his  abundant  support  in 
the  hour  of  death:  being  enabled  to  rest  upon 
that  "  faithful  saying,  worthy  of  all  acceptation* 
that  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save 
sinners."  1  Tim.  i.  15. 

Thus  much  is  stated,  because  it  may  serve  to 
show,  that  the  earnest  desire  of  the  author  to 


recommend  the  attentive  study  of  the  bible,  be- 
ginning in  the  very  first  years  of  childhood,  arose 
from  having  experienced,  in  himself,  the  benefit 
of  an  early  knowledge  of  the  scriptures ;  as  well 
as  from  perceiving  the  lamentable  effect  of  the 
want  of  such  instruction,  amongst  many,  even 
serious  Christians,  of  all  classes. 

But  to  quote  his  own  words  in  another  place  : 
"  Such  a  knowledge,  though  falling  infinitely  short 
of  real  conversion,  is  yet  invaluable.  It  paves  the 
way  for  conversion,  prepares  the  mind  for  it,  opens 
the  understanding  to  understand  exhortations  con- 
veyed in  scriptural  language  and  under  scriptural 
allusions.  Where  this  knowledge  is  not,  you  have 
every  thing  to  do;  the  head  to  inform,  as  well  as 
the  heart  to  touch.  The  very  allusion  which 
would  explain  your  meaning  the  most  clearly,  has 

itself  to  be  explained 

A  mere  historical  knowledge  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  is,  from  the  capabilities  it  lends  the 
mind,  exceedingly  valuable.  Nor  have  I  said  any 
thing  here,  of  what  is,  however,  most  worthy  of 
consideration,  the  power  which  an  acquaintance 
with  the  rich  stores  of  the  bible  has  of  opening 
and  improving  the  mind  itself.  I  believe  that  a 


child  of  five  years  old,  who  had  been  merely  taught 
from  the  bible,  all  that  the  bible  legitimately 
teaches,  would  be  found  very  much  forwarder  in 
intellect,  than  another,  upon  whom  all  other  kinds 
of  instruction  might  have  been  tried."* 

It  might  be  worth  consideration,  whether  the 
want  of  an  attention  awakened,  and  an  interest 
excited,  in  the  minds  of  young  children  to  sur- 
rounding natural  objects,  be  not  one  of  the  causes 
of  the  ind inference  commonly  shown  by  them, 
during  the  reading  of  the  holy  scriptures. 

Perhaps  something  of  this  would  be  removed, 
were  children  early  accustomed  to  look  at  the 
world  in  w.hich  they  are  placed,  as  a  world  of 
Emblems.  Scriptural  images  would  then  be  much 
more  familiar,  and  so  incorporated  with  their  usual 
habits  of  thinking,  that  they  would  not,  as  now 
they  do,  need  translation  and  explanation,  nearly 
as  much  as  the  languages  in  which  they  were 
originally  written. 

It  is  indeed  a  truth  which  hourly  experience 
confirms,  "  that  a  man  can  receive  nothing  except 
it  be  given  him  from  heaven."  John  iii.  27.  But 

*  Preface  to  the  Bible  Teacher's  Manual.  Part  I.  Genesis. 
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early  associations  of  the  bible  with  all  that  is 
pleasing  and  wonderful  in  the  works  of  God, 
would  be  a  lawful  and  probable  method  of  at- 
tempting to  awaken  an  interest  in  hearing  the 
word  of  God. 

A  child  of  three  years  of  age  will  delight  in 
some  of  the  many  images  suggested  by  the  re- 
freshing sight  of  "  the  pastures  clothed  with 
flocks ;"  whilst  the  Christian  parent  cannot  fail  to 
be  reminded  of  the  thrice  repeated  question  of  the 
Saviour;  "  Simon,  son  of  Jonas,  lovest  thou  me  ? 
— Feed  my  lambs."  John  xxi.  15. 

A  child  somewhat  further  advanced  in  years 
and  previous  acquaintance  with  scripture  doctrines, 
will  lose  nothing  of  interest  in  his  early  morning 
walk  ;  whilst,  as  he  eagerly  looks  at  the  sparkling 
dew  covering  the  face  of  the  ground,  he  hears  of 
the  miracle  wrought  for  the  people  of  God ;  that 
"  when  the  dew  that  lay  was  gone  up,  behold 
upon  the  face  of  the  wilderness  there  lay  a  small 
round  thing,  as  small  as  the  hoar  frost  upon  the 

ground And  the  house  of  Israel  called 

the  name  thereof  manna."  Exod.  xvi.  14.  31. 

A  little  one,  accustomed  to  such  remarks,  is 
likely  of  his  own  accord  to  add,  "  that  the  Lord 
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said,"  "  I  am  the  Bread  of  life,"  and  his  disciples 
prayed,  "  Lord,  evermore  give  us  this  bread." 
John  vi.  34,  35. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  watch  in  autumn  the 
apparently  unsparing  hand  of  the  gardener,  prun- 
ing with  skilful  care  the  branches  of  the  thick 
vine,  and  not  speak  of  Him,  who  says  "  Every 
branch  in  me  that  beareth  not  fruit  He  taketh 
away;  and  every  branch  that  beareth  fruit  He 
purge th  it  that  it  may  bring  forth  more  fruit." 
John  xv.  2. 

Children  naturally  delight  in  watching  all  the 
labours  of  the  husbandman.  Who  will  not,  when 
"  the  fields  are  white  unto  harvest,"  gladly  seize 
upon  such  an  opportunity  to  lead  their  thoughts 
to  that  time  of  which  it  is  so  remarkable  an  em- 
blem ?  "  The  harvest  is  the  end  of  the  world,  and 
the  reapers  are  the  angels."  Matt.  xiii.  39.  Or 
if  a  less  solemn  subject  be  at  the  time  more  sea- 
sonable, the  wave  offering  will  furnish  an  interest- 
ing history  to  remark  upon :  "  When  ye  be  come 
into  the  land  which  I  give  unto  you,  and  shall 
reap  the  harvest  thereof,  then  shall  ye  bring  a 
sheaf  of  the  first  fruits  of  your  harvest  unto  the 
priest,  and  ye  shall  wave  the  sheaf  before  the 
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Lord  to  be  accepted  for  you."  Lev.  xxiii.  10,  11 
This,  with  the  lesson  inculcated  thereby,  "  In  all 
things  to  take  care  of  God's  service  first,"*  Matt, 
vi.  33.  may  be  practically  remembered  when  the 
lips  that  first  spake  it  shall  have  long-  lain  in  the 
silent  grave. 

Nor  are  the  more  active  scenes  of  life  less 
replete  with  images  calculated  to  bring-  to  remem- 
brance some  scripture  fact  or  emblem,  doctrine  or 
duty.  Not  to  multiply  examples :  most  of  the 
mighty  works  of  the  Son  of  God  were  wrought  in 
cities,  and  when  the  admiration  of  our  children  is 
justly  attracted  by  some  of  the  beautiful  edifices  in 
which  our  great  city  abounds,  and  they  are  saying, 
with  the  disciples  of  old,  "  See  what  manner  of 
stones  and  what  buildings  are  here  !"  how  may  the 
promise  of  the  Saviour  be  pointed  out  to  them, 
"  Him  that  avercometh  will  I  make  a.  pillar  in  the 
Temple  of  my  God."  It  is  but  a  short  glimpse  of 
heaven  and  glory,  that  the  Christian  gets  sight 
of  in  the  church  on  earth,  but  in  the  church 
above  "  He  shall  go  out  no  more,  and  I  will  write 

*  Bible  Teacher's  Manual.  Part  II.    Exodus.    Page  39, 
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upon  him  the  name  of  my  God,  and  the  name  of 
the  city  of  my  God,  which  is,  new  Jerusalem." 
Rev.  iii.  12.  And  it  is  the  doctrine  so  constantly 
insisted  upon,  throughout  the  whole  of  the  New 
Testament,  that  the  real  Christian  is  already  the 
temple  of  God,  and  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in 
him.  1  Cor.  iii.  16. 

Seeing  then  that  these  things  are  so,  and  that 
the  temple  of  God  can  have  no  communion  with 
idols,  or  he  that  believeth  with  an  infidel,  the  duty 
follows,  "to  come  out  from  among  them,  and  be 
separate."  And  a  parent,  anxious  for  the  welfare 
of  the  souls  of  his  children,  will  take  every  op- 
portunity of  reminding  them,  both  by  precept  and 
example,  of  the  injunction  of  the  Lord  to  his  dis- 
ciples, "  Into  whatsoever  city  or  town  ye  shall 
enter,  inquire  who  in  it  is  worthy,  and  there  abide 
till  ye  go  thence."  Matt.  x.  11. 

When  the  mind  is  at  all  enlightened  by  the 
teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  see  things  as  they 
really  are,  how  will  the  Christian  rejoice  to  re- 
member and  tell  to  his  surrounding  little  ones,  on 
entering  our  metropolis,  in  what  consists  its  chief 
glory.  Not  in  its  vast  extent,  or  riches,  or  in  the 


multitude  of  its  inhabitants,  or  its  magnificent 
buildings,  or  that  it  is  the  seat  of  much  of  the 
wisdom  and  learning  of  this  world  ;  but  its  chief 
glory  consists  in  this — That,  looking  at  the  effects 
of  faith,  the  labour  of  love,  as  manifested  in  the 
institution  of  our  bible,  missionary,  and  other  so- 
cieties, we  may  certainly  hear  the  voice  of  the  Lord, 
speaking  to  us  as  he  did  to  Paul  at  Corinth, 
"  I  have  much  people  in  this  city."  Acts  xviii.  10. 

Since  our  senses  partake  so  largely  of  the  de- 
pravity of  the  whole  man,  and  we  live  in  a  world 
where  every  thing  acts  upon  us  by  the  means  of 
them,  and  draws  us  still  further  away  from  God, 
surely  it  is  no  small  proof  of  His  goodness,  that 
to  those  seeking  to  be  renewed  after  His  likeness, 
every  sensible  image  may  become  an  altar,  in- 
scribed not  "  to  the  unknown,"  but  to  "  the  only 
true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  he  hath  sent." 
John  xvii.  3.  And  surely  the  endeavour  thus  to 
train  up  our  children  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of 
God  their  Saviour  will  have  His  blessing,  and  we 
may  humbly  trust  His  gracious  Spirit  will  be  their 
chief  Teacher ;  and  that  happy  time  will  be  has- 
tened when  it  shall  no  longer  be  said,  "  He  came 
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into  His  own  world,  and  its  inhabitants  received 
Him  not."*  John  i.  11. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  some  few  to  see 
in  what  way  this  plan  was  acted  upon,  in  the  daily 
occurrences  of  life,  by  one  who  had  had  some 
experience  in  the  work  of  instruction  beyond  that 
of  his  own  children,  and  by  whom  the  employment 
was  always  entered  upon  with  exceeding  interest 
and  delight. 

For  this  reason,  the  following  little  letters  are 
given,  simply,  as  they  were  written  to  a  child  of 
four  years  of  age.  They  are  given,  as  will  be 
clearly  seen,  without  any  alteration. 

Those  who  have  been  pursuing  a  similar  plan, 
will  readily  believe  the  interest  with  which  the 
bible,  with  its  marginal  references,  was  taken 
down,  and  the  leaves  eagerly  turned  over  to  find 
the  corresponding  passages;  and  the  unwillingness 
with  which  the  employment  was  relinquished  when 

*  This  has  been  given  by  some  as  the  literal  translation 
of  the  passage  referred  to,  and  marks  still  more  strongly 
the  guilt  of  that  world,  which  could  disown  its  Maker, 
when  he  came,  as  Emmanuel,  to  sojourn  in  it. 


the  time  allotted  was  spent,  which  was  always 
limited  to  a  short  period,  so  that  the  whole  of  the 
texts  quoted  were  never  allowed  to  be  found  out 
at  one  time. 


MY  DEAR  LITTLE  BOY; 

I  SHOULD  enjoy  to  be  with  Mamma  and  all  of  you  on 
Christmas  day :  and  as  I  cannot  be  with  you  to  read  the 
bible  with  you,  and  to  teach  you,  I  have  sent  you  a  list  of 
the  principal  texts  I  could  find,  which  will  show  you  how 
Joseph  was  a  type  of  Christ.  I  have  put  the  texts  about 
Joseph  on  one  side,  and  those  about  Christ  on  the  other, 
and  you  may  find  them  all  out,  first  those  on  line  1,  then  2, 
and  so  on ;  /.  means  the  former  part  of  the  verse,  and  /. 
the  latter.  Give  my  love  to  Susannee. 

Your  affectionate  Papa. 

PART  I. 

1  Gen.  xxxvii.     3/,  Matt.  iii.  17. 

2 4.  John  vii.  7.  and  xv.  18. 

3 8.  Luke  xix.  14.  and  John  xix.  15. 

4 -III.  ii.  19.  51. 
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7  20 /.  xxvii.  39-43. 
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PAPA  has  sent  his  little  boy  some  beautiful  references. 
The  texts  in  the  first  column  contain  an  account  of  the 
things  mentioned  :  those  in  the  second,  tell  you  of  the  won- 
Jers  that  God  does  by  them :  and  those  in  the  third,  give 
you  an  emblem  or  something  that  you  should  think  of  when 
you  see  them. 
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Psa.  cxxxv.  7.         |  Gen.  ii.  6.  |  James  iv.  14. 


MY  DEAR  LITTLE  LOVE  ; 

I  WAS  obliged  to  get  up  this  morning  before  it  was  light, 
and  the  man  that  takes  the  letter-bags  to  the  mail-coach 
came  and  drove  me  to  the  coach  in  his  little  chaise.  By 
and  by  it  began  to  get  a  little  lighter,  and  all  the  east  was 
a  beautiful  bright  yellow,  and  up  rose  the  sun,  and  made 
every  thing  look  beautiful.  Look  at  Gen.  xix.  23. 

Your  affectionate  Papa. 


That  the  Bible  may  be  made  highly  interesting 
to  young  children,  none  can  doubt  who  have  ever 
made  the  trial;  and  much  help  to  this  end  may  often 
be  very  beneficially  called  in  from  many  Emblems 
illustrative  of  scripture,  from  nature  and  art,  pro- 
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vided  always  that  great  care  is  taken  that  this  be 
done  judiciously,  as  they  are  able  to  bear  it,  with- 
out wearying ;  and  most  especially  should  it  be 
done  reverently,  as  becomes  every  allusion  to  the 
word  of  God. 

The  great  difficulty,  however,  of  such  kind  of 
teaching  lies  in  this — that  to  be  profitable,  it  re- 
quires above  all  other  religious  instruction,  a  spiri- 
tual character  pervading  it.  Where  this  is  wanting, 
little  interest  will  be  excited,  and  little  benefit  can 
be  expected  ;  where  it  exists,  the  effect  will  be 
powerfully  felt  by  those  who  are  quite  unable  to 
discern  the  cause. 

The  Shunamite  of  old  did  not  need  much  ac- 
quaintance with  the  prophet  before  she  said  to  her 
husband,  "  Behold,  now  I  perceive  that  this  is  an 
holy  man  of  God."  2  Kings  iv.  9.  Perhaps  she 
could  hardly  have  given  an  accurate  reason  of  her 
belief,  but  there  was  upon  his  character  the  gene- 
ral impress  of  holiness  which  led  her  to  this  just 
conclusion.  Such  an  evident  impress  upon  the  in- 
struction of  parents  to  their  little  ones,  would  make 
the  use  of  Emblems  profitable  and  delightful  alike 
to  teacher  and  learner.  But  emblematical  instruc- 
tion has  been  so  forcibly  exemplified  and  pleaded 


for  by  an  old  writer,*  that  his  own  words  must  be 
allowed  to  conclude  the  above  few  hints. 

"  An  Emblem  is  but  a  silent  parable ;  let  not  the 
tender  eye  check  to  see  the  allusion  to  our  blessed 
Saviour  figured  in  these  types.  In  holy  scripture 
He  is  sometimes  called  a  Sower;  sometimes  a 
Fisher  ;  sometimes  a  Physician  !  and  why  not  pre- 
sented so,  as  well  to  the  eye  as  to  the  ear  ?  Be- 
fore the  knowledge  of  letters,  God  was  known  by 
hieroglyphics.  And  indeed  what  are  the  heavens, 
the  earth,  nay  every  creature,  but  hieroglyphics 
and  emblems  of  His  glory." 

*  Preface  to  Quarles's  Emblems. 
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THE  SETTING  SUN. 

THE  sun  is  setting  ;  the  light  is  going.  It  is  set ; 
we  have  lost  the  sun.  No,  little  one,  the  sun  will 
rise  again,  amidst  glowing  clouds,  to-morrow,  and 
ride  in  brightness  through  the  clear  blue  sky. 
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Little  one,  as  the  sun  sinks  behind  the  hills  to- 
night, and  looks  no  longer  on  this  part  of  the  earth, 
so  ere  long  must  thou  go  to  the  grave,  and  no 
more  behold  the  things  of  this  world.  But  he 
that  loves  our  Lord  shall  not  be  lost.  He  shall  be 
raised  from  the  grave,  more  glorious  than  to-mor- 
row's sun,  and  "  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of 
the  firmament,"  yea  "  as  the  stars  for  ever  and 
ever."  Dan.  xii.  3. 


Therefore  my  heart  is  glad  and  my  glory  rejoic- 
eth ;  my  flesh  also  shall  rest  in  hope.  For  thou 
wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in  hell ;  neither  wilt  thou 
suffer  thine  Holy  One  to  see  corruption.  Thou 
will  show  me  the  path  of  life :  in  thy  presence  is 
fulness  of  joy ;  at  thy  right  hand  there  are  plea- 
sures for  evermore.  Psa.  xvi.  9 — 11. 

Then  shall  the  righteous  shine  forth  as  the  sun 
in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father.  Matt.  xiii.  43. 

Behold,  I  show  you  a  mystery ;  We  shall  not  all 
sleep,  but  we  shall  all  be  changed,  in  a  moment,  in 
the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  at  the  last  trump :  for 
the  trumpet  shall  sound,  and  the  dead  shall  be 
raised  incorruptible,  and  we  shall  be  changed. 
For  this  corruptible  must  put  on  incorruption,  and 
this  mortal  must  put  on  immortality.  1  Cor.  xv. 
51-53. 
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II. 
THE  WESTERN  SKY. 

THE  sun  is  gone  ;  but  his  light  remains  for  a  little 
while  where  he  is  set,  and  the  western  cloud  is 
still  bright  with  his  beams.  The  belated  traveller 
is  thankful  for  the  glimmering  twilight  that  he  has 
left  behind. 

Thus,  my  child,  where  the  Christian  dieth,  he 
leaves  behind  him  the  glow  and  memory  of  his  ex- 
ample and  good  works.  And  thus  he  lendeth  a 
light,  even  when  he  is  gone,  to  the  travellers  who 
are  "  asking  the  way  to  Zion  with  their  faces 
thitherward."  Jer.  1.  5. 


The  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed.     Prov.  x.  7. 

By  it  he  being  dead,  yet  speaketh.     Heb.  xi.  4. 

Wherefore  seeing  we  also  are  compassed  about 
with  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  let  us  lay  aside 
every  weight,  and  the  sin  which  doth  so  easily 
beset  us,  and  let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  that 
is  set  before  us.  Heb.  xii.  1. 


III. 

THE  SEED'S  PRODUCE. 

MY  little  one,  dost  thou  love  a  garden?  dost  thou 
sow  thy  seeds  in  spring  ?  That  which  thou  sowest 
thou  expectest  to  see  spring  up.  If  thou  sowest 
the  fragrant  mignionette  or  the  elegant  balsam,  in 
time  thou  shalt  delight  thyself  with  the  sweet  scent 
and  beautiful  blossom  ;  but  if  thou  sowest  weeds, 
the  flaunting  poppy  or  the  noxious  nightshade, 
with  weeds  must  thy  garden  be  overspread. 

Thus  if  thou  sowest  folly  and  sin,  what  canst 
thou  expect  but  folly  and  sin  to  spring  up?  And 
their  flower  is  short-lived  as  the  poppy,  and  their 
fruit  deadly  as  the  berries  of  the  nightshade.  But 
if  thou,  by  grace,  dost  sow  the  seeds  of  repentance 
and  faith,  thou  mayest  wait  awhile  .ere  they  burst 


EMBLEMS. 


into  flower,  but  that  flower  shall  be  bright  and  last- 
ing, and  the  fruit  shall  be  glory. 


Be  not  deceived  :  God  is  not  mocked :  for  what- 
soever a  man  soweth  that  shall  he  also  reap.  For 
he  that  soweth  to  his  flesh,  shall  of  the  flesh  reap 
corruption ;  but  he  that  soweth  to  the  Spirit,  shall 
of  the  Spirit  reap  life  everlasting. .  And  let  us  not 
be  weary  in  well-doing  ;  for  in  due  season  we  shall 
reap,  if  we  faint  not.  Gal.  vi.  7 — 9. 

Light  is  sown  for  the  righteous,  and  gladness  for 
the  upright  in  heart.  Psa.  xcvii.  11. 

For  they  have  sown  the  wind,  and  they  shall 
reap  the  whirlwind  :  it  hath  no  stalk  :  the  bud  shall 
yield  no  meal:  if  so  be  it  yield,  the  strangers  shall 
swallow  it  up.  Hos.  viii.  7. 

Sow  to  yourselves  in  righteousness,  reap  in 
mercy ;  break  up  your  fallow  ground :  for  it  is 
time  to  seek  the  Lord,  till  he  come  and  rain  righ- 
teousness upon  you.  Hos.  x.  12. 

Even  as  I  have  seen,  they  that  plough  iniquity 
and  sow  wickedness,  reap  the  same.  Job  iv.  8. 


IV. 

THE  SEED  PERFECTED. 

WHEN    thou  sowest  a  seed  in  the  earth,  a  small, 

dry,   unsightly  seed,  couldest  thou  have  imagined 

u2 
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what  was  to  spring  therefrom  ?  a  living  plant 
spreading  wide  its  moist  green  leaves,  rearing  on 
high  its  beautiful  flower,  and  sending  forth  its  fra- 
grancy  to  all  the  air  around  '(  Oh,  how  unlike  the 
seed  thou  sowest ! 

Little  one,  didst  thou  ever  behold  the  corpse  of  a 
believer  in  Jesus, — the  poor,  decaying,  discoloured 
corpse?  It  was  a  precious  seed,  that  shall  burst 
forth  into  a  beauteous  plant,  in  the  spring  of  the 
resurrection, — shall  come  forth  another  body,  and, 
oh  how  different  from  that  we  committed  to  the 
ground  !  "It  is  sown  in  corruption,  it  is  raised  in 
incorruption  ;  it  is  sown  in  dishonour,  it  is  raised 
in  glory ;  it  is  sown  in  weakness,  it  is  raised  in 
power;  it  is  sown  a  natural  body,  it  is  raised  a 
spiritual  body."  1  Cor.  xv.  42  —  44. 


And  that  which  thou  sowest,  thou  sowest  not 
that  body  that  shall  be,  but  bare  grain,  it  may 
chance  of  wheat,  or  of  some  other  grain  :  But  God 
giveth  it  a  body  as  it  hath  pleased  him,  and  to 
every  seed  his  own  body.  1  Cor.  xv.  37,  38. 

We  look  for  the  Saviour,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ : 
who  shall  change  our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be 
fashioned  like  unto  his  glorious  body,  according  to 
the  working  whereby  he  is  able  even  to  subdue  all 
things  unto  himself.  Phil.  iii.  20,  21 . 

The  creature  itself  also  shall  be  delivered  from 
the  bondage  of  corruption  into  the  glorious  liberty 
of  the  children  of  God.  Rom.  viii.  21 . 


If  a  man  die,  shall  he  live  again  ?  all  the  days  of 
my  appointed  time  will  I  wait,  till  my  change 
come.  Thou  shalt  call,  and  I  will  answer  thee  : 
thou  wilt  have  a  desire  to  the  work  of  thine  hands. 
Job  xiv.  14,  15. 

And  though  after  my  skin  worms  destroy  this 
body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God ;  whom  I 
shall  see  for  myself,  and  mine  eyes  shall  behold, 
and  not  another ;  though  my  reins  be  consumed 
within  me.  Job  xix.  26,  27. 


V. 

THE  STONY  WASTE. 

I  HAVE  seen  a  waste  of  stones,  with  scarcely  any 
thing  of  soil  amongst  them.  Yet  even  there,  were 
one  or  two  solitary  flowers  in  blossom.  The  wind 
had  scattered  there  the  seeds ;  the  dews  of  heaven 
had  fallen  upon  them  ;  the  little  germs  within  had 
found  something  wherein  to  strike  root;  and  the 
plants  had  sprung  up  and  flowered  unobserved. 
Those  plants  shall  wither  there,  and  decay,  and 
form  a  vegetable  mould,  the  fit  receptacle  of  other 
seeds,  that  shall  spring  up  into  other  flowers,  till 
the  stony  waste  be  covered  with  soil,  and  the  soil 
with  verdure  and  bloom. 

Thus  are  the  seeds  of  the  gospel  carried  abroad 
into  heathen  lands ;  thus  are  they  fostered  by  the 
blessed  Spirit  of  God ;  thus  do  they  find  in  one  or 
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two  happy  hearts  a  soil  wherein  to  strike;  and  thus 
do  they  spring  up  into  the  beautiful  flower  of  a 
holy  life.  And  thus  do  the  holy  life  and  happy 
death  of  every  saint  of  God  afford  a  precious  help 
to  the  preached  gospel,  and  the  soil  becomes  deeper 
and  the  verdure  extends  further,  till,  according  to 
the  sure  word  of  prophecy,  the  whole  waste  of  hea- 
then land  be  turned  into  "  the  garden  of  the 
Lord."  Isa.  li.  3. 


And  God  said,  Let  the  earth  bring  forth  grass, 
the  herb  yielding  seed  arid  the  fruit  tree  yielding 
fruit  after  his  kind,  whose  seed  is  in  itself,  upon 
the  earth  :  and  it  was  so.  And  the  earth  brought 
forth  grass,  and  herb  yielding  seed  after  his  kind, 
and  the  tree  yielding  fruit,  whose  seed  was  in  itself, 
after  his  kind:  and  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 
Gen.  i.  11,  12. 

Is  it  not  yet  a  very  little  while,  arid  Lebanon 
shall  be  turned  into  a  beautiful  field,  and  the  fruitful 
field  shall  be  esteemed  as  a  forest"?  Isa.  xxix.  17. 

The  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  shall  be 
glad  for  them  ;  and  the  desert  shall  rejoice,  and 
blossom  as  the  rose.  It  shall  blossom  abundantly 
and  rejoice  even  with  joy  and  singing ;  the  glory 
of  Lebanon  shall  be  given  unto  it,  the  excellency 
of  Carmel  and  Sharon  ;  they  shall  see  the  glory  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  excellency  of  our  God.  Isa. 
xxxv.  1,  2. 


VI. 

THE  SKY  OVERCAST. 

MY  child,  dost  thou  grieve  to  see  the  blue  heaven 
overcast  with  clouds  ?  couldst  thou  weep  at  the 
prospect  thus  deformed  with  the  driven  rain  ?  Yet 
these  clouds  "drop  fatness,"  Psa.  Ixv.  11.  and 
these  "  plentiful  rains"  refresh  the  earth  "  when 
it  is  weary  :"  Psa.  Ixviii.  9.  the  verdure  springs 
afresh  after  the  shower,  and  the  fields  and  woods 
become  more  bright  and  beautiful. 

Thus,  too  often,  doth  the  Christian  grieve  when 
his  prospects  of  happiness  are  overcast  with  trials, 
and  his  sky  is  covered  with  clouds  and  troubles. 
Yet  those  trials  are  his  blessings,  and  those  trou- 
bles are  the  showers  that  shall  enrich  him.  Thus 
Jacob  said,  "  All  things  are  against  me,"  Gen. 
xlii.  36.  and  behold  they  were  all  "  working  to- 
gether for  good  to  him."  Rom.  viii.  28. 


For  he  maketh  small  the  drops  of  water ;  they 
pour  down  rain  according  to  the  vapour  thereof: 
which  the  clouds  do  drop  and  distil  upon  man 
abundantly.  Job  xxxvi.  27,  28. 

They  drop  upon  the  pastures  of  the  wilderness  : 
and  the  little  hills  rejoice  on  every  side.  The  pas- 
tures are  clothed  with  flocks ;  the  valleys  also  are 
covered  over  with  corn ;  they  shout  for  joy  ;  they 
also  sing.  Psa.  Ixv.  J2,  13. 
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It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflicted ;  that 
I  might  learn  thy  statutes.  Psa.  cxix.  71. 

Moreover,  he  called  for  a  famine  upon  the  land ; 
he  brake  the  whole  staff  of  bread.  He  sent  a  man 
before  them,  even  Joseph,  who  was  sold  for  a  ser- 
vant. Psa.  cv.  16,  17. 


VII. 
INFECTION. 

THERE  are  diseases  that  are  infectious:  he  who 
has  them  is  in  danger  of  communicating  them  to 
all  around  him.  Wouldest  thou  avoid  the  plague  ? 
Go  not  near  one  who  is  sick  thereof;  come  riot 
into  his  house,  touch  not  his  clothes,  let  not  the  air 
that  has  breathed  on  him  breathe  on  thee. 

My  child,  such  a  disease  is  sin.  The  company, 
the  conversation,  the  looks  of  a  sinner  communicate 
sin.  Wouldest  thou  keep  thyself  pure  from  its  de- 
filement ?  Keep  thyself  from  the  friendship  of  the 
wicked,  and  let  thy  delight  be  in  "the  saints  that 
are  in  the  earth."  Psa.  xvi.  3. 


Blessed  is  the  man  that  walketh  not  in  the  coun- 
sel of  the  ungodly,  nor  standeth  in  the  way  of  sin- 
ners, nor  sitteth  in  the  seat  of  the  scornful.  Psa. 
i.  1. 
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Be  not  deceived :  evil  communications  corrupt 
good  manners.  1  Cor.  xv.  33. 

Enter  not  into  the  path  of  the  wicked,  and  go 
not  in  the  way  of  evil  men.  Avoid  it,  pass  not  by 
it,  turn  from  it,  and  pass  away.  Prov  iv.  14,  15. 


VIII. 

THE  DREAM. 

HAST  thou  dreamed  a  dream  of  terror,  and  been 
terrified  ?  Or  hast  thou  dreamed  a  dream  of  de- 
light, and  hath  "  thy  sleep  been  sweet  unto  thee  ?" 
Jer.  xxxi.  26.  Yet  thou  didst  awake,  and  get 
thee  to  the  business  of  the  day,  and  the  vision  of 
the  night  was  no  more  remembered :  the  terror  of 
the  dream  disquieted  thee  not ;  its  delight  added 
not  to  thy  happiness. 

My  child,  this  life  is  but  as  a  night,  and  its  busi- 
ness and  its  pleasures  but  as  a  dream.  When  the 
soul  leaves  the  body,  the  Christian  wakes  to  an 
eternal  day.  And  what  shall  it  concern  him  then 
whether  his  dream  in  this  life  were  sad  or  plea- 
sant? 


When  I  say,    My   bed   shall    comfort  me,   my 
couch  shall  ease  my  complaint ;  then  thou  scarest 
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me  with  dreams,  and  terrifiest  me  through  visions. 
Job  vii.  13,  14. 

He  shall  fly  away  as  a  dream,  and  shall  not  be 
found  :  yea,  he  shall  be  chased  away  as  a  vision  of 
the  night.  Job  xx.  8. 

As  for  me,  I  will  behold  thy  face  in  righteous- 
ness :  I  shall  be  satisfied,  when  I  awake,  with  thy 
likeness.  Psa.  vii.  15. 


IX. 

THE  SEA. 

HAST  thou  seen  the  sea  in  a  storm?  hast  thou  seen 
the  waves  burst  upon  the  shore  as  though  in  their 
proud  rage  they  would  break  through  the  solid 
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earth,  and  then  retiring  again,  sweep  towards  the 
great  abyss  as  though  they  would  suck  the  shingly 
beach  thereinto  ?  Yet  a  little  while,  and  the 
tumult  was  over,  and  the  firm  earth  remained 
uninjured  in  its  massy  strength. 

Thus  oftentimes  do  the  wicked  raise  up  them- 
selves against  the  people  of  God :  thus  do  they 
seem  ready  to  destroy,  and  swallow  up  the 
righteous.  But  they  pass  back  again  into  their 
own  "troubled  sea,"  Isa.  Ivii.  20.  and  the  righteous 
is  left  unshaken,  stayed  upon  his  God.  It  is  He 
that  stilleth  the  waves,  it  is  He  that  restraineth 
the  ungodly. 

TEXTS. 

And  brake  up  for  it  my  decreed  place,  and  set 
bars  and  doors,  and  said,  Hitherto  shalt  thou 
come,  but  no  further :  and  here  shall  thy  proud 
waves  be  stayed.  Job  xxxviii.  10,  11. 

Fear  ye  not  me  ?  saith  the  Lord :  will  ye  not 
tremble  at  my  presence,  which  have  placed  the 
sand  for  the  bound  of  the  sea  by  a  perpetual 
decree,  that  it  cannot  pass  it :  and  though  the 
waves  thereof  toss  themselves,  yet  can  they  not 
prevail ;  though  they  roar,  yet  can  they  not  pass 
over  it?  Jer.  v.  22. 

Thou  rulest  the  raging  of  the  sea  :  when  the 
waves  thereof  arise,  thou  stillest  them.  Psa. 
Ixxxix.  9. 

The  floods  have  lifted  up,  O  Lord,  the  floods 
have  lifted  up  their  voice  ;  the  floods  lift  up  their 
waves.  The  Lord  on  high  is  mightier  than  the 
c 
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noise  of  many  waters,  yea,  than  the  mighty  waves 
of  the  sea.    Psa.  xciii.  3,  4. 

If  it  had  not  been  the  Lord  who  was  on  our 
side,  when  men  rose  up  against  us  :  then  they 
had  swallowed  us  up  quick,  when  their  wrath  was 
kindled  against  us  :  then  the  waters  had  over- 
whelmed us,  the  stream  had  gone  over  our  soul : 
then  the  proud  waters  had  gone  over  our  soul. 
Psa.  cxxiv.  1 — 5. 


X. 

THE  VIOLET. 


HAST  thou  passed  by  the  hedge-row  at  eventide  ? 
and  has  a  delicious  fragrancy  been  all  about  thee, 
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and  thou  knewest  not  whence  it  came  ?  Hast  thou 
searched  and  found  the  sweet  violet,  hidden  beneath 
its  leaves,  and  known  that  it  was  that  which  gave 
its  odours  to  the  air  around  thee  ? 

Thus,  my  child,  should  the  Christian  make 
sweet  the  place  of  his  abode,  with  the  perfume  of 
his  good  deeds  ;  and  thus,  in  all  humility,  should 
he  endeavour  to  remain  unnoticed  himself.  When 
thou  seest  the  hungry  fed  and  the  naked  clothed, 
the  sick  man  visited  and  the  widow  comforted, — 
search  and  thou  shalt  find  the  flower  whence  all 
this  odour  arose :  thou  shalt  find  full  often  that  the 
Christian  hath  been  there  constrained  by  the  love  of 
Christ. 


Awake,  O  north  wind :  and  come  thou  south ; 
blow  upon  my  garden,  that  the  spices  thereof  may 
flow  out.  Cant.  iv.  16. 

But  when  thou  doest  alms,  let  not  thy  left  hand 
know  what  thy  right  hand  doeth :  that  thine 
alms  may  be  in  secret:  and  thy  Father  which 
seeth  in  secret,  himself  shall  reward  thee  openly. 
Matt.  vi.  3,  4. 

Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they 
may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven.  Matt.  v.  16. 
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XI. 

NATURE'S  BEAUTIES. 

THINK  not,  my  child,  that  the  beauties  of  this 
world  are  for  the  rich  and  great  alone.  The 
illuminated  drawing-room,  the  green-house  and 
the  hot-house,  these  are  their's  :  but  the  quiet 
moonlight,  the  nightly  heaven  with  their  multitude 
of  shining  worlds,  the  sun  spreading  his  splendour 
over  a  sky  of  cloudless  blue,  or  lighting  up  the 
clouds  of  evening  with  a  thousand  gorgeous  hues, 
the  air  perfumed  in  its  passage  over  fields  and 
heath,  the  lovely  flowers  of  the  wild  and  hedge- 
row, these  are  provided  by  a  beneficent  God  for 
rich  and  poor  alike.  And  who  would  leave  these 
for  the  painted  gaieties  of  art  ? 
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And  think  not,  my  child,  that  the  blessings  of 
the  gospel  are  for  the  learned  alone.  They  may 
taste  the  beauties  of  the  inspired  poetry  better, 
and  penetrate  more  deeply  into  the  few  obscurities 
of  holy  writ :  but  the  comforts  of  the  bible,  par- 
don of  sin,  reconciliation  with  God,  peace,  and  holi- 
ness, and  heaven, — these  are  for  all ;  these  glad- 
den the  heart  of  the  labourer  at  his  toil,  of  the 
patient  of  an  hospital  on  his  dying  bed.  And 
beware  then  how  thou  quit  these  Divine  consolations 
for  all  that  learning  can  offer. 

TEXTS. 

Consider  the  lilies  of  the  field,  how  they  grow ; 
they  toil  not,  neither  do  they  spin  :  and  yet  I  say 
unto  you,  that  even  Solomon  in  all  his  glory  was 
not  arrayed  like  one  of  these.  Matt.  vi.  28,  29. 

The  poor  have  the  gospel  preached  to  them. 
Matt.  xi.  5. 

Hearken,  my  beloved  brethren,  Hath  not  God 
chosen  the  poor  of  this  world  rich  in  faith,  and 
heirs  of  the  kingdom  which  he  hath  promised  to 
them  that  love  him  ?  James  ii.  5. 
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XII. 

THE  FLOWER  GARDEN. 


WHAT  different  beauties  dost  thoti  admire  in  the 
flower  garden  !  One  flower  thou  admirest  for  its 
rich  fragrancy,  another  for  its  brilliant  hue,  another 
for  the  delicate  texture  of  its  petal ;  one  for  its 
stately  growth,  and  another  for  its  shape  and  lovely 
swell.  The  gardener  planteth  not  his  garden  with 
one  of  these  alone  ;  but,  all  together,  they  make 
his  walks  and  shrubberies  sweet  and  fair. 

My  child,  God  hath  a  garden  :  it  is  his  church. 
He  walketh  in  the  midst  of  it,  and  vieweth  the 
different  flowers,  which  are  the  saints.  These  are 
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all  beautiful,  for  they  are  sanctified  by  the  Holy 
Spirit.  But  their  beauties  are  not  all  the  same  ; 
they  have  different  graces,  as  the  Lord  giveth  to 
each.  Thus  did  Abraham  exceed  in  faith,  and 
Moses  in  meekness,  and  David  in  holy  warmth  ; 
thus  do  we  find  in  Peter  boldness,  in  Paul  zeal, 
and  in  the  beloved  disciple  love.  These  all  make 
the  garden  of  God  fair  and  fragrant. 


But  unto  every  one  of  us  is  given  grace  ac- 
cording to  the  measure  of  the  gift  of  Christ. 
Eph.  iv.  7. 

But  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace, 
long-suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meek- 
ness, temperance.  Gal.  v.  22,  23. 

Now  there  are  diversities  of  gifts,  but  the  same 
Spirit. — But  all  these  worketh  that  one  and  the 
self-same  Spirit,  dividing  to  every  man  severally 
as  he  will.  1  Cor.  xii.  4,  11. 


XIII. 
THE  FLOWER  GARDEN. 

PART    II. 

WHEN  the  gardener  walketh  through  his  grounds, 
if  his  eye  lighteth  upon  weeds  or  sickly  shrubs,  he 
grieveth.  The  weeds  in  due  time  he  rooteth  up  ; 
but  the  sickly  shrubs  he  tendeth  and  riourisheth, 
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if  perchance  they  may  yet  live  and  grow.  And 
if  they  answer  not  his  care,  they  also  must  be 
rooted  up. 

Alas,  that  in  the  church,  the  garden  of  God, 
should  be  found  so  many  weeds,  the  very  same 
that  grow  in  the  common  of  the  world.  These 
are  they  who,  profess,  indeed,  the  gospel  of  Jesus, 
but  have  neither  the  love  of  it  in  their  hearts,  nor 
its  holiness  in  their  lives.  And  these  shall  be 
rooted  up.  Alas,  too,  that  sickly  shrubs  should 
abound  in  the  garden  of  the  Lord.  These  are 
they  who,  having  received  the  grace  of  God,  do 
yet  show  forth  little  of  his  glory  in  their  actions. 
These  doth  the  great  Gardener  tend  and  discipline, 
that  they  may  again  put  forth  flowers  and  smell 
sweet.  But,  if  they  still  flourish  not,  shall  not 
they  also  be  rooted  up  ? 


Many  are  weak  and  sickly  among  you.  1  Cor. 
xi.  30. 

Be  watchful,  and  strengthen  the  things  which 
remain,  that  are  ready  to  die  :  for  I  have  not  found 
thy  works  perfect  before  God.  Rev.  iii.  2. 
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XIV. 

WEEDS   AND  EXOTICS. 

OR  shall  we  compare  the  garden  to  the  heart  of 
man  ?  the  flowers  to  Christian  virtues  and  graces, 
and  the  weeds  to  corruptions  '(  The  weed  springeth 
of  itself;  but  the  flower  must  be  sown  by  the 
gardener,  and  tended  by  his  care.  Some  flowers 
require  more  of  this  care  than  others  ;  they  are 
brought  from  countries  afar  off,  from  brighter 
skies  and  more  genial  soils,  and  require  all  the 
vigilance  and  tenderness  of  the  gardener  lest  they 
be  blighted  by  our  colder  winds,  or  starved  by  our 
ungenerous  ground. 
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Sin  is  the  weed  that  springeth  of  itself  in  the 
human  heart;  but  virtue  and  godliness  must  be 
planted  there  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  Yet  some  vir- 
tues are  of  more  difficult  growth  than  others,  of  a 
more  heavenly  nature,  and  asking  a  more  constant 
care.  Such  are  spirituality  of  mind,  resignation 
of  will,  rejoicing  in  tribulation,  and — most  beauti- 
ful, most  delicate,  most  rare  of  all,  most  shy  in 
flowering,  most  easily  blighted — humility. 


And  the  Lord  God  took  the  man,  and  put  him 
into  the  garden  of  Eden  to  dress  it,  and  to  keep  it. 
Gen.  ii.  15. 

Ye  are  God's  husbandry.      1  Cor.  iii.  9. 

For  out  of  the  heart  proceed  evil  thoughts, 
murders,  adulteries,  fornications,  thefts,  false  wit- 
nesses, blasphemies.  Matt.  xv.  19. 

Be  clothed  with  humility,  for  God  resisteth  the 
proud,  and  giveth  grace  to  the  humble.  1  Pet.  v.  5. 


XV. 

THE    FRUITFUL    SHOWER. 

HAST  thou  seen  the  garden  and  the  field  in  sum- 
mer ?  The  ground  was  dry,  the  grass  parched,  the 
flowers  languishing.  Again,  hast  thou  seen  the 
fruitful  shower  descend  ?  What  a  freshness,  what 
a  fragrancy  steamed  from  the  ground !  a  new 
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verdure  seemed  to  spread  over  the  fields.  Every 
thing  had  sprouted  anew,  the  raindrops  glittered 
in  the  sunshine.  And  thus  is  the  heart  of  man 
by  nature,  dry  and  hard.  But  if  grace,  like  a 
shower  descends  thereupon,  if  the  Holy  Spirit  be 
shed  abroad  there,  what  an  enlivening  change ! 
then  is  the  spring  of  the  soul,  then  is  its  soil 
quickened  and  fertilized,  then  do  the  lovely  Chris- 
tian virtues  bud  and  grow,  all  things  increase  and 
flourish. 


For  I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirsty, 
and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground  :  I  will  pour  my 
Spirit  upon  thy  seed,  and  my  blessing  upon  thine 
offspring:  and  they  shall  spring  up  as  among  the 
grass,  as  willows  by  the  water  courses.  Isa. 
xliv.  3,  4. 

For  as  the  rain  cometh  down,  and  the  snow 
from  heaven,  and  returneth  not  thither,  but  water- 
eth  the  earth,  and  maketh  it  bring  forth  and  bud, 
that  it  may  give  seed  to  the  sower  and  bread  to 
the  eater;  so  shall  my  word  be  that  goeth  forth 
out  of  my  mouth  :  it  shall  not  return  unto  me 
void,  but  it  shall  accomplish  that  which  I  please, 
and  it  shall  prosper  in  the  thing  whereto  I  sent  it. 
Isa.  Iv.  10,  11. 

And  the  Lord  shall  guide  thee  continually,  and 
satisfy  thy  soul  in  drought,  and  make  fat  thy 
bones  :  and  thou  shalt  be  like  a  watered  garden, 
arid  like  a  spring  of  water,  whose  waters  fail  not. 
Isa.  Iviii.  11. 
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XVI. 

NIGHT. 

THE  night  hath  shut  in  around  us  ;  the  woods, 
the  fields,  the  hills,  and  the  rivers  are  withdrawn 
from  our  sight ;  we  can  discern  nothing  in  the 
darkness.  But  lift  up  thine  eyes  to  the  sky,  to 
the  brightness  and  glory  of  the  heavens,  which 
were  hidden  by  day ;  to  the  stars,  the  planets,  and 
the  fixed ; — what  beauty  does  the  darkness  bring 
forth  !  O,  my  child,  and  thus,  when  thou  retirest 
to  thy  chamber,  thus  let  night  banish  from  thy 
mind  this  lower  world,  its  pleasures,  its  honours, 
and  its  schemes.  Then  mayest  thou  lift  upwards 
thy  heart,  thy  thoughts,  and  thy  affections  :  then 
may  heaven,  with  its  eternal  glories,  be  revealed 
to  the  eyes  of  thine  understanding. 
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Which  maketh  Arcturus,  Orion,  and  Pleiades, 
and  the  chambers  of  the  south.  Job  ix.  9. 

When  I  consider  thy  heavens,  the  work  of  thy 
fingers,  the  moon  and  the  stars,  which  thou  hast 
ordained.  Psa.  viii.  3. 

While  we  look  not  at  the  things  which  are 
seen,  but  at  the  things  which  are  not  seen :  for 
the  things  which  are  seen  are  temporal;  but  the 
things  which  are  not  seen  are  eternal.  2  Cor.iv.  18. 

If  ye  then  be  risen  with  Christ,  seek  those 
things  which  are  above,  where  Christ  sitteth 
on  the  right  hand  of  God.  Set  your  affection 
on  things  above,  not  on  things  on  the  earth. 
Col.  iii.  1,  2. 


THE  moon  receiveth  her  brightness  from  the  sun. 
She  is  dark  herself,  and  reflecteth  his  light.     One 
D 
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half  of  her  orb  is  always  illuminated  therewith  — 
a  circle  of  beautiful  splendour ;  but  thou  seest  not 
always  the  whole  of  that  circle,  sometimes  but  a 
thread-like  portion  thereof,  and  sometimes  it  is 
entirely  hidden  from  thine  eyes.  Say  not,  there- 
fore, that  the  moon  is  in  darkness,  when  thou  seest 
not  her  light :  her  face  still  looketh  towards  the 
sun,  and  is  bright  with  his  brightness  :  but  thou 
art  so  placed  that  thou  catchest  not  the  full  view 
thereof. 

Such  is  the  Christian ;  he  is  dark  himself,  but 
reflecteth  the  light  of  his  Lord.  For  the  graces 
of  Christ  beheld  by  faith  produce  like  graces  in 
the  soul.  Sometimes  thou  art  placed  where  thou 
canst  see  his  brightness :  but  when  thou  canst  not, 
think  not,  therefore,  that  he  is  dark.  His  hands 
may  be  at  rest,  and  his  tongue  silent ;  but  kuowest 
thou  what  is  working  in  his  soul — the  faith,  the 
love,  the  strong  desire,  the  holy  resolution  ? 


But  we  all,  with  open  face  beholding  as  in  a 
glass  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into  the 
same  image  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord.  2  Cor.  iii.  18. 

Of  him  are  ye  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  of  God  is 
made  unto  us  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and 
sanctification,  and  redemption.  1  Cor.  i.  30. 
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XVIII. 
THE  STARRY  HEAVEN. 

LIFT  up  thine  eyes  to  the  nightly  sky,  and  behold 
it  sown  with  stars.  So  many,  so  beautiful,  so 
bright  are  the  people  of  God,  and  such  hereafter 
shall  they  appear  in  a  better  heaven.  Canst  thou 
behold  the  whole  number  of  the  stars  ?  No  ;  some 
are  stars  of  the  other  hemisphere,  and  never  rise 
above  thy  horizon :  and  some  in  the  depths  of 
space  cannot  be  discovered  by  thine  eye,  unassisted 
by  the  telescope.  Canst  thou  number  the  people 
of  God  ?  No;  multitudes  are  in  other  kingdoms 
and  climates,  where  thine  eye  shall  never  behold 
them  ;  and  multitudes  are  already  gathered  before 
the  throne  of  God,  in  a  state  and  in  a  blessedness 
which  here  below  thou  canst  not  understand. 
Seest  thou,  too,  how  large  and  bright  are  some  of 
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the  heavenly  luminaries,  how  small  and  dim  are 
others  !  So  it  is  with  the  people  of  the  Lord. 
To  what  faith,  what  fervent  love,  what  holy  de- 
votedness,  have  some  attained  !  and  how  far  be- 
hind are  others ! 


And  he  brought  him  forth  abroad,  and  said, 
Look  now  toward  heaven,  and  tell  the  stars,  if 
thou  be  able  to  number  them  ;  and  he  said  unto 
him,  So  shall  thy  seed  be.  Gen.  xv.  5. 

Who  can  count  the  dust  of  Jacob,  and  the  num- 
ber of  the  fourth  part  of  Israel  ?  Num.  xxiii.  10. 

He  telleth  the  number  of  the  stars  ;  he  calleth 
them  all  by  their  names.  Psa.  cxlvii.  4. 

There  is  one  glory  of  the  sun,  and  another 
glory  of  the  moon,  and  another  glory  of  the  stars ; 
for  one  star  differeth  from  another  star  in  glory. 
1  Cor.  xv.  41. 


XIX. 

THE  RAINBOW. 

HAST  thou  seen  the  rainbow  in  the  blue  sky,  when 
the  bright  sun  shineth  without  a  cloud  in  the 
summer  heaven  ?  Hast  thou  seen  it  in  the  driving 
tempest,  when  the  whole  horizon  gathered  black- 
ness ?  No  ;  but  when  the  cloud  of  rain  was  in  the 
sky,  and  the  sun  looked  upon  it  from  the  other 
side  of  heaven,  then  did  the  falling  drops  receive 
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the  slanting  beams,  and  untwisting  their  seven 
colours,  return  them  to  the  eye  of  the  beholder, — 
a  beautiful  bow,  a  "  faithful  witness"  of  the  truth 
of  God. 

And  thus,  my  child,  it  is  not  chiefly  in  the 
bright  season  of  worldly  comfort,  that  the  faith- 
fulness of  God  is  seen  and  felt.  Nor  is  it  always 
in  the  season  of  affliction  ;  for  affliction  may  be 
unsanctified.  But  when  the  Sun  of  righteousness 
sendeth  forth  his  bright  beams  into  the  cloud  of 
tribulation,  then  is  the  faithfulness  of  God  per- 
ceived, then  is  his  love  felt,  then  are  his  promises 
enjoyed. 

Look  upon  the  rainbow,  and  praise  Him  that 
made  it:  very  beautiful  it  is  in  the  brightness 
thereof.  It  compasseth  the  heaven  about  with  a 
glorious  circle,  and  the  hands  of  the  Most  High 
have  bended  it.  Ecclus.  xliii.  11,  12. 

TEXTS. 

I  do  set  my  bow  in  the  cloud,  and  it  shall  be 
for  a  token  of  a  covenant  between  me  and  the 
earth.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  I  bring  a 
cloud  over  the  earth,  that  the  bow  shall  be  seen  in 
the  cloud.  Gen.  ix.  13,  14. 

And  not  only  so,  but  we  glory  in  tribulations 
also ;  knowing  that  tribulation  worketh  patience  ; 
and  patience,  experience ;  experience,  hope  ;  and 
hope  maketh  not  ashamed;  because  the  love  of 
God  is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  which  is  given  unto  us.  Rom.  v.  3—5. 

D  2 
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XX. 

THE  DEPTHS  OF  THE  EARTH. 

WHAT  wonders  are  there  on  the  face  of  the  earth  ! 
What  wonders  beneath  its  surface  !  And  yet  to 
how  small  a  depth  canst  thou  penetrate  !  One 
little  mile,  and  thou  canst  delve  no  deeper  ;  and 
thousands  remain  beneath,  untried,  unknown,  in 
darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death.  What  regions 
are  still  below !  what  marvels !  what  unseen 
beauties ! 

And  thus,  my  child,  it  is  in  all  the  works  of 
God.  A  little  thou  canst  know,  and  admire  the 
wisdom  there ;  but  how  much  lies  unknown  ! 
Thou  gazest  on  the  beauty  of  the  flower,  and 
admirest  the  wisdom  of  Him  who  formed  it  as  a 
shelter  for  the  growing  seed-vessel :  but  canst 
thou  tell  how  the  stalk  and  foliage,  and  shin- 
ing petals  were  made  of  the  moisture  of  tne 
ground;  what  power  causeth  it  to  shoot  upward 
in  its  growth  and  refuse  obedience  to  the  law  of 
gravitation;  what  wisdom  maketh  it  to  know  its 
time  to  open  and  shut  at  its  appointed  hour,  to 
flourish  to-day,  and  to-morrow,  and  the  third  day, 
and  on  the  fourth  to  drop  its  withering  petals  to 
the  ground?  Thou  lookest  with  pleasure  on  the 
fair  shape  and  beautiful  motions  of  the  young 
animal,  and  admirest  the  wisdom  that  formed  its 
limbs  for  action,  its  organs  for  their  several  func- 
tions. But  canst  thou  tell  how  its  will  produceth 
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or  suspendeth  motion,  how  its  life  preserveth  the 
body  from  corruption?  Can  thy  reason  under- 
stand its  instincts,  tell  why  it  prayeth  on  life,  or 
grazeth  in  the  meadow  ?  Be  wise,  my  child,  and 
know  thine  ignorance.  All  that  thou  knowest  is 
so  full  of  the  goodness  of  thy  God,  it  should  make 
thee  love  Him  :  Let  what  thou  knowest  not,  make 
thee  admire  and  adore  Him. 

TEXTS. 

As  for  the  earth,  out  of  it  cometh  bread:  and 
under  it  is  turned  up  as  it  were  fire.  The  stones 
of  it  are  the  place  of  sapphires  :  and  it  hath  dust 
of  gold.  There  is  a  path  which  no  fowl  knoweth, 
and  which  the  vulture's  eye  hath  not  seen ;  the 
lion's  whelps  have  not  trodden  it,  nor  the  fierce  lion 
passed  by  it.  Job  xxviii.  5—8. 

Canst  thou  by  searching  find  out  God  ?  canst 
thou  find  out  the  Almighty  unto  perfection  ?  It  is 
as  high  as  heaven  ;  what  canst  thou  do  ?  deeper 
than  hell ;  what  canst  thou  know  >f.  Job  xi.  7,8. 

Teach  us  what  we  shall  say  unto  Him;  for  we 
cannot  order  our  speech  by  reason  of  darkness. 
Job  xxxvii.  19. 

Then  Job  answered  the  Lord,  and  said,  Behold 
I  am  vile  ;  what  shall  I  answer  thee  ?  I  will  lay 
mine  hand  upon  my  mouth.  Once  have  I  spoken  ; 
but  I  will  not  answer :  yea  twice,  but  I  will  pro- 
ceed no  further.  Job  xl.  3 — 5. 


EMBLtMS. 


XXI. 

THE   LAKE. 

HAST  thou  seen  the  pure  lake,  smooth  and  unruf- 
fled :  how  clearly  doth  it  reflect  the  bright  heavens 
above,  with  every  little  fleecy  cloud  that  floateth 
thereon !  Hast  thou  seen  the  same  lake  when 
ruffled  by  the  wind  ?  Or  hast  thou  disturbed  the 
sleeping  waters  with  a  stone,  so  that  circle  after 
circle  hath  spread  along  upon  the  surface  ?  How 
was  the  bright  picture, — the  blue  heaven,  and  the 
fleecy  cloud, — bedimmed  and  broken! 

That  lake,  methinks,  is  the  emblem  of  the  re- 
newed soul,  which,  in  the  peaceful  hours  of  retire- 
ment and  prayer,  hath  something  of  a  better  heaven 
impressed  upon  it.  Alas,  when  ruffled  by  earthly 


EMBLEMS.  33 

passions,  when  disturbed  by  the  business  and  va- 
nity of  the  world,  how  is  the  fair  vision  broken,  the 
fervour  and  the  divine  delight,  and  the  holy  sweet- 
ness gone  ! 


My  meditation  of  him  shall  be  sweet :  I  will  be 
glad  in  the  Lord.  Psa.  civ.  34. 

My  heart  is  inditing  a  good  matter  :  I  speak  of 
the  things  which  I  have  made  touching  the  king  : 
my  tongue  is  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer.  Psa.  xlv.  1 . 

I  hate  vain  thoughts  :  but  thy  law  do  I  love. 
Psa.  cxix.  113. 


XXII. 
WEEDS  AND  FLOWERS. 

SHOULDST  thou  walk  in  a  garden,  where  weeds 
and  flowers  were  suffered  to  grow  together,  thine 
inexperienced  age  would  not  distinguish  between 
them.  For  some  flowers  are  valued  for  their  hid- 
den qualities,  and  make  no  appearance  to  the  eye; 
while  some  base  arid  noxious  weeds  are  gay  and 
brilliant.  But  the  wise  gardener  distinguisheth 
them  at  once.  Thus  are  there  many  vices  which 
yet  make  a  gay  appearance,  and,  to  the  eye  not 
"  exercised  to  discern  good  and  evil,"  show  well. 
Heb.  v.  14.  Such  are  pride  that  will  not  bear  an 
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affront,  and  revenge  that  returneth  evil  for  evil  : 
and  these  the  world  calleth  high  and  noble  spirit. 
But  humility  and  poverty  of  spirit,  and  deadness  to 
the  world,  and  a  willingness  to  bear  all  disgrace  for 
the  Lord's  sake,  these  are  flowers  of  inestimable 
value  in  the  eyes  of  God  :  but  of  these  the  world 
thinketh  lightly. 


Wherein  they  think  it  strange  that  ye  run  not 
with  them  to  the  same  excess  of  riot,  speaking  evil 
of  you.  1  Pet.  iv.  4. 

Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit :  for  theirs  is  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  Blessed  are  they  that  mourn  : 
for  they  shall  be  comforted.  Blessed  are  the  meek  : 
for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth.  Blessed  are  they 
which  do  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness  : 
for  they  shall  be  filled.  Blessed  are  the  merciful: 
for  they  shall  obtain  mercy.  Blessed  are  the  pure 
in  heart :  for  they  shall  see  God.  Blessed  are  the 
peacemakers  :  for  they  shall  be  called  the  children 
of  God.  Matt.  v.  3—9. 

—  the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit, 
which  is  in  the  sight  of  God  of  great  price.  1  Pet. 
iii.  4. 
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XXIII. 

THE    SUN. 

HAST  thou  seen  the  long  line  of  clouds,  ere  the 
sun  hath  risen,  hanging  thick  and  dark  over  the 
east  ?  hast  thou  seen  the  light  just  beginning  to 
appear  below  the  streaks  of  amber  or  of  pink,  that 
told  of  the  approaching  sun,  till  a  yellow  glow 
overspread  the  whole  east,  and  he  lifted  his  bright 
head  over  the  horizon,  and  the  skies  and  the  hills 
and  the  fields  were  glad  ?  He  shall  run  his  joyous 
course,  till  he  hath  climbed  the  height  of  heaven  ; 
if  a  cloud  cover  him,  he  is  mounting  still,  to  dart 
down  light  and  warmth  from  his  meridian  height. 
Such  is  the  darkness  of  the  mind  in  the  natural 
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man ;  such  are  the  beginnings  of  gospel  light, 
showing,  rather  than  dispersing  the  thick  dark- 
ness ;  so  rises  the  Sun  of  righteousness  on  the  soul, 
casting  His  light  upon  every  thing  therein,  so  to 
pursue  His  blessed  course,  sometimes  indeed  be- 
neath the  cloud  of  doubt,  temptation,  and  distress ; 
but  still  rising  higher  and  higher,  till  that  light 
become  pure,  without  any  mixture  of  darkness,  in 
the  eternal  world. 


In  them  hath  he  set  a  tabernacle  for  the  sun, 
which  is  as  a  bridegroom  coming  out  of  his  cham- 
ber, and  rejoiceth  as  a  strong  man  to  run  a  race. 
His  going  forth  is  from  the  end  of  the  heaven,  and 
his  circuit  unto  the  ends  of  it ;  and  there  is  nothing 
hid  from  the  heat  thereof.  Psa.  xix.  4 — 6. 

But  unto  you  that  fear  my  name  shall  the  Sun  of 
righteousness  arise  with  healing  in  his  wings. 
Mai.  iv.  2. 

For,  behold,  the  darkness  shall  cover  the  earth, 
and  gross  darkness  the  people :  but  the  Lord  shall 
arise  upon  thee,  and  his  glory  shall  be  seen  upon 
thee.  Isa.  Ix.  2. 

But  the  path  of  the  just  is  as  a  shining  light, 
that  shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day. 
Prov.  iv.  18. 

But  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  To  him  be  glory 
both  now  and  for  ever.  Amen.  2  Pet.  iii.  18. 

Thy  sun  shall  no  more  go  down ;  neither  shall 
2 
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thy  moon  withdraw  itself:  for  the  Lord  shall  be 
thine  everlasting  light,  and  the  days  of  thy  mourn- 
ing shall  be  ended.  Isa.  Ix.  20. 


XXiV. 
FROST. 

SEE  the  earth  bound  up  by  frost.  All  nature 
seemeth  dead,  there  is  no  circulation  of  her  juices  : 
thou  canst  not  guess  at  her  wondrous  powers.  But 
let  a  gentle  warmth  pervade  the  atmosphere,  and 
what  a  change !  For  awhile  indeed  the  air  is 
overcharged  with  moisture,  and  thou  couldest 
E 
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almost  wish  for  a  frost  again.  But  the  frozen  soil 
unbindeth,  the  congealed  juices  move,  the  bud 
beginneth  to  unwrap  itself  in  the  hedge-row,  the 
snow-drop  and  the  crocus  and  the  hepitica  to  peep 
forth  in  the  garden.  Thou  enjoyest  the  delightful 
change. 

Oh,  most  expressive  picture  of  the  change  that 
is  wrought  in  the  heart  of  man  by  the  sweet  influ- 
ences of  grace !  Look  at  the  natural  heart,  and 
thou  canst  not  know  its  capabilities,  thou  canst  not 
recognize  the  thing  that  God  made,  and  made  in 
his  own  likeness.  It  is  frost-bound,  it  is  dead. 
But  let  the  Holy  Spirit  brood  thereon  :  for  a  time 
indeed  the  sweet  effect  may  be  unseen,  amidst  fears 
and  overwhelming  sorrows ;  but  wait,  and  thou 
shalt  see  the  change,  the  softening,  the  expansion, 
the  bud  that  is  bursting  into  leaves,  the  blossom 
that  is  promising  the  beautiful  fruits  of  holiness. 


By  the  breath  of  God  frost  is  given ;  and  the 
breadth  of  the  waters  is  straitened.  Job  xxxvii.  10. 

He  casteth  forth  his  ice  like  morsels ;  who  can 
stand  before  his  cold?  He  sendeth  out  his  word 
and  melteth  them  :  he  causeth  his  wind  to  blow, 
and  the  waters  flow.  Psa.  cxlvii.  17,  18. 

For,  lo,  the  winter  is  past,  the  rain  is  over  and 
gone:  the  flowers  appear  on  the  earth.  Cant.  ii. 
11,  12. 

And  you  hath  he  quickened,  who  were  dead  in 
trespasses  and  sins.  Eph.  ii.  1. 
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XXV. 

SLEEP. 

How  sweetly  hast  thou  rested,  my  child,  after  a 
long  summer's  day  !  how  gently  hast  thou  breath- 
ed !  how  entirely  forgotten  thy  fatigue !  How 
have  the  soft  dews  of  sleep  restored  thy  limbs,  and 
renewed  thy  strength  !  and  how  hast  thou  awoke 
in  the  morning,  with  vigour  for  fresh  fatigue,  and 
spirits  for  fresh  exertion  ! 

Thus,  at  death,  sleepeth  the  believer  in  Jesus  ! 
thus  doth  he  repose  in  dust !  and  thus  doth  he 
awake  in  the  morning  of  an  eternal  day,  with 
new  desires  and  higher  powers  for  the  service  of 
his  Lord. 

TEXTS. 

After    that     he   saith    unto    them,    Our   friend 
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Lazarus  sleepeth.  —  Then  said  Jesus  unto  them 
plainly,  Lazarus  is  dead.  John  xi.  11.  14. 

And  they  stoned  Stephen,  calling  upon  God,  and 
saying,  Lord  Jesus,  receive  my  spirit.  And  he 
kneeled  down,  and  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  Lord, 
lay  not  this  sin  to  their  charge.  And  when  he  had 
said  this,  he  fell  asleep.  Acts  vii.  59,  60. 

And  the  graves  were  opened  ;  and  many  bodies 
of  the  saints  which  slept,  arose,  and  came  out  of 
the  graves  after  his  resurrection,  and  went  into  the 
holy  city,  and  appeared  unto  many.  Matt,  xxvii. 
52,  53. 

Therefore  they  are  before  the  throne  of  God, 
and  serve  him  day  and  night  in  the  temple.  Rev. 
vii.  15. 


XXVI. 

THE  BED  OF  TULIPS. 

MY  child,  hast  thou  seen  the  tulip-bed  in  the  gar- 
den of  the  florist  ?  hast  thou  marked  the  gorgeous 
colours,  the  rich  variety,  the  delicate  pencilling  ? 
All  these  gay  flowers  were  once  of  one  dark  dingy 
hue.  Year  after  year  did  the  gardener  watch  them, 
tend  them,  discipline  them,  transplant  them  from 
soil  to  soil,  till  at  length,  one  by  one,  some  sooner 
and  some  later,  they  broke  into  these  glorious 
hues,  this  boundless  variety  of  stripe  and  freckle. 
Then  did  he  remove  them  to  his  choicer  border, 
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and   shelter  them   from  sun  and  shower ;   and  now 
thou  gazest  on  them  in  their  beauty. 

Thus  dark  and  unlovely  once  were  the  redeemed 
of  the  Lord ;  such  pains  and  watching  did  he 
bestow  upon  them  ;  year  after  year  did  he  look  for 
the  lovely  graces  of  the  Spirit  in  them,  till  one 
and  another,  not  all  at  once,  like  the  tulip,  but  by 
degrees,  oftentimes  slow  and  painful,  shone  forth 
in  the  beauty  of  holiness.  And  thus  hath  he 
transplanted  them  to  his  heavenly  courts,  where, 
never  scorched  by  the  sun,  nor  smitten  by  the 
shower,  nor  torn  by  the  winds,  they  shall  bloom 
for  ever  and  ever. 


Those  that  be  planted  in  the  house  of  the  Lord 
shall  nourish  in  the  courts  of  our  God.  Psa.  xcii.  1 3. 

And  he  answering  said  unto  him,  Lord,  let  it 
alone  this  year  also,  till  I  shall  dig  about  it  and 
dung  it.  Luke  xiii.  8. 

He  that  dwelleth  in  the  secret  place  of  the  Most 
High  shall  abide  under  the  shadow  of  the  Almighty. 
Psa.  xci.  1. 

They  shall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirst  any 
more ;  neither  shall  the  sun  light  on  them,  nor 
any  heat.  Rev  vii.  Ifi. 


E  2 
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XXVII. 

THE   RIVER. 

THE  river  springeth  from  some  small  and  unob- 
served source ;  it  floweth  on,  it  tarrieth  not ;  it  is 
increased  by  springs  from  underneath  its  bed,  and 
by  the  tributes  of  other  streams  ;  it  falleth  into  the 
sea,  and  thine  eyes  distinguish  it  no  more. 

Such  is  the  life  of  faith;  thus  small  in  its 
beginnings ;  thus  continually  pressing  on ;  thus 
gaining  strength  and  increase,  as  it  proceeds,  by 
meditation  and  experience,  from  within ;  by  Chris- 
tian converse  and  example,  from  without :  thus 
entering  at  last  the  ocean  of  infinite  and  eternal 
love. 


He  sendeth  the  springs  into  the  valleys  which 
run  among  the  hills.  Pas.  civ.  10. 

All  rivers  run  into  the  sea ;  yet  the  sea  is  not 
full :  unto  the  place  from  whence  the  rivers  come, 
thither  they  return  again.  Eccl.  i.  7. 

This  one  thing  I  do,  forgetting  those  things 
which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  unto  those 
things  which  are  before,  I  press  toward  the  mark 
for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus.  Phil.  iii.  13,  14. 

Let  no  corrupt  communication  proceed  out  of 
your  mouth,  but  that  which  is  good  to  the  use  of 
edifying,  that  it  may  minister  grace  unto  the 
hearers.  Eph.  iv.  29.' 
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XXVIII. 

FRUIT. 

LOOK  at  the  unripe  fruit;  how  little  beauty!  how 
little  flavour  !  with  what  difficulty  is  it  plucked 
from  the  tree  !  But  let  the  air  and  light,  the 
warm  sun  and  the  fruitful  showers  unite  to  swell 
it  and  to  ripen  it !  it  is  beautiful,  it  is  sweet,  it 
falleth  from  the  bough  into  the  hand  of  him  that 
toucheth  it. 

Such  is  the  young  Christian,  with  little  yet  of 
the  glories  of  holiness,  little  of  the  sweet  and 
mellow  charities  of  the  gospel,  crude,  and  yet 
clinging  closely  to  this  lower  life.  But  the  fuller 
warmth  of  the  love  of  Jesus,  the  richer  influences 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  shall  mature  his  graces,  and 
ere  long  he  shall  assume  a  deeper  glow,  and  diffuse 
his  fragrancy  in  the  garden  of  his  God,  shall  hang 
loosely  on  this  nether  world,  waiting  but  the  touch 
of  the  messenger  of  the  Lord,  to  drop  off,  and  be 
no  more  seen  below. 


The  fig  tree  putteth  forth  her  green  figs,  and 
the  vines  with  the  tender  grape  give  a  good  smell. 
Cant.  ii.  13. 

Come,  my  beloved,  let  us  go  forth  into  the  field ; 
led  us  lodge  in  the  villages.  Let  us  get  up  early 
to  the  vineyards ;  let  us  see  if  the  vine  flourish , 
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whether  the   tender  grape  appear,  and   the  pome- 
granates bud  forth.    Cant.  vii.   11,  12. 

And  this  I  pray,  that  your  love  may  abound  yet 
more  and  more  in  knowledge  and  in  all  judgment ; 
that  ye  may  approve  things  that  are  excellent; 
that  ye  may  be  sincere  and  without  offence;  till 
the  day  of  Christ;  being  filled  with  the  fruits  of 
righteousness,  which  are  by  Jesus  Christ,  unto  the 
glory  and  praise  of  God.  Phil.  i.  9  — 11. 


XXIX. 

THE  DAM. 

DIDST  thou,  my  child,  ever  raise  thy  little  dam 
across  the  streamlet  and  think  to  dry  the  bed  be- 
low ?  Hast  thou  accomplished  thy  work,  and 
stood  watching  awhile  thy  success  ?  Hast  thou 
seen  the  water  above  deepen  and  widen,  and  gather 
strength,  and  at  length  impatient  of  restraint,  push 
through  thy  yielding  barrier,  and  resume  its  ac- 
customed course  ?  But  couldst  thou  have  turn- 
ed the  stream  into  another  channel,  thou  hadst 
triumphed,  and  the  former  bed  had  been  left  dry. 

My  child,  thou  hast  attempted  perhaps  to  confine 
thy  sinful  will  by  the  barrier  of  good  resolutions. 
Thou  hast  seemed  for  awhile  to  gain  thy  point, 
and  sin  was  at  a  stand.  Alas,  thou  hast  found 
that  it  but  gained  force  by  restraint ;  ere  a  while 
the  inclination  has  burst  through  all  thy  well- 
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formed  resolves,  and  hath  rushed  more  impetuously 
than  ever  to  the  forbidden  object.  No,  my  child, 
the  will  must  be  turned  into  another  course  — 
towards  God,  and  heaven,  and  things  spiritual ;  and 
then  shall  it  «ease  to  flow  through  the  tempting 
vanities  of  this  evil  world. 


No  man  could  bind  him,  no,  not  with  chains ; 
because  that  he  had  been  often  bound  with  fetters 
and  chains,  and  the  chains  had  been  plucked 
asunder  by  him,  and  the  fetters  broken  in  pieces : 
neither  could  any  man  tame  him.  Mark  v.  3,  4. 

But  it  has  happened  unto  them  according  to  the 
true  proverb,  The  dog  is  turned  to  his  own  vomit 
again  ;  and  the  sow  that  was  washed  to  her  wal- 
lowing in  the  mire.  2  Pet.  ii.  22. 

This  I  say  then,  Walk  in  the  Spirit,  and  ye  shall 
not  fulfil  the  lust  of  the  flesh.  Gal.  v.  16. 


XXX. 

THE  FIRE   RENEWED. 

HAST  thou  seen  the  fire  dim  and  well-nigh  extinct 
amid  the  smothering  ashes  ?  Hast  thou  removed 
the  dust  and  let  in  the  feeding  air,  and  strewed  the 
light  fuel  above  ?  Hast  thou  heard  the  crackling 
flame  burst  forth,  and  seen  by  degrees  the  fire  re- 
new its  strength,  and  warmth,  and  cheery  glow  ? 
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Even  thus,  too  often,  sleeps  grace  half-extin- 
guished in  thy  heart,  O  Christian,  choked  amidst 
the  cares  and  trifles  of  a  perishable  world.  Quench 
not  the  Spirit:  ah,  delay  not,  clear  away  the 
cumbering  dust  from  the  fire.  Doth  the  flame 
break  forth  anew  ?  Feed  it  with  the  word  of  God, 
with  holy  meditation,  with  Christian  converse  :  so 
may  the  sacred  fire  once  more  fill  and  warm,  en- 
lighten and  cheer  thy  heart. 


And  unto  the  angel  of  the  church  in  Sard  is 
write  :  These  things,  saith  He,  that  hath  the  seven 
spirits  of  God,  and  the  seven  stars  :  I  know  thy 
works,  that  thou  hast  a  name,  that  thou  livest, 
and  art  dead.  Be  watchful,  and  strengthen  the 
things  which  remain,  that  are  ready  to  die :  for  I 
have  not  found  thy  works  perfect  before  God. 
Rev.  iii.  1 ,  2. 

Quench  riot  the  Spirit.      1  Thess.  v.  19. 

Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God ;  and  renew 
a  right  spirit  within  me.  Cast  me  not  away  from 
thy  presence  ;  and  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from 
me.  Restore  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  salva- 
tion ;  and  uphold  me  with  thy  free  Spirit.  Psalm 
li.  10—12. 
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XXXI. 

THE  HANDFUL  OF  GRAIN. 

TAKE,  my  child,  a  handful  of  grain.  Lay  it  up 
by  thee,  and  it  profiteth  thee  not.  Grind  it  to  flour, 
and  like  her  of  Zarephath,  make  thee  a  little  cake 
thereof,  and  it  shall  yield  thee  a  moment's  comfort 
and  support.  But  sow  it  in  the  earth,  and  it  shall 
bring-  thee  forth  a  bountiful  increase.  So  it  is  of 
wealth.  Hoard  it,  and  it  yieldeth  neither  profit 
nor  comfort.  Spend  it  on  thy  pleasures ;  they  are 
but  for  a  moment.  Bestow  it  on  the  poor,  on  the 
fatherless  and  widow,  on  the  little  ones  of  Christ, 
and  he  shall  remember  it  with  a  plenteous  reward. 


Go  to  now,  ye  rich  men,  weep  and  howl  for 
your  miseries  that  shall  come  upon  you.  Your 
riches  are  corrupted,  and  your  garments  are  moth- 
eaten.  Your  gold  and  silver  is  cankered  ;  and  the 
rust  of  them  shall  be  a  witness  against  you,  and 
shall  eat  your  flesh  as  it  were  a  fire.  Ye  have 
heaped  treasure  together  for  the  last  days.  James 
v.  1—3. 

But  put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  make 
not  provision  for  the  flesh,  to  fulfil  the  lusts 
thereof.  Rom.  xiii.  14. 

He  that  hath  pity  upon  the  poor,  lendeth  unto 
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the  Lord  ;  and  that  which  he  hath  given  will  he 
pay  him  again.     Prov.  xix.  17. 

But  this  I  say,  He  which  soweth  sparingly  shall 
reap  also  sparingly :  and  he  which  soweth  bounti- 
fully shall  reap  also  bountifully.  2  Cor.  ix.  6. 


XXXII. 

THE    PULSE. 

WILL  the  wise  physician  judge  of  thy  health  by 
thy  feelings  ?  Hast  thou  not  felt  well  and  vigorous 
and  in  buoyant  spirits,  and  he  hath  explored  thy 
pulse,  and  found  that  a  fever  was  in  thy  veins, 
and  health  was  far  from  thee  ?  Again,  have  not 
thy  spirits  sunk,  and  life  seemed  failing  within 
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thee,  and  he  hath   told  thee  that  thy  pulse  was 
steady,  and  health  was  returning  to  thee  ? 

Even  thus,  O  Christian,  judge  not  of  thy  spi- 
ritual state  by  thine  inward  feelings.  Thou  hast 
found  thyself  full  of  pleasurable  sensations,  and 
thine  heart  at  ease ;  but  thy  comfort  was  drawn 
from  the  creature,  and  thine  ease  was  carnal  se- 
curity ;  thy  state  was  bad ;  for  the  beat  of  thy 
heart  was  weak  towards  God.  Again,  thou  hast 
been  cast  down,  and  the  recollection  of  thy  sins 
and  the  consciousness  of  thy  corruptions  have  even 
overwhelmed  thee.  But  how  did  thine  heart  beat  ? 
Thy  desires  were  God  ward,  thine  affections  heaven- 
ward; humility  was  deep;  repentance  real;  and 
spiritual  life  was  strong  within  thee. 


Because  thou  sayest,  I  am  rich,  and  increased 
with  goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing;  and  knowest; 
not  that  thou  art  wretched,  and  miserable,  and 
poor,  and  blind,  and  naked ;  I  counsel  thee  to 
buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  thou 
mayest  be  rich ;  and  white  raiment,  that  thou 
mayest  be  clothed,  and  that  the  shame  of  thy 
nakedness  do  not  appear ;  and  anoint  thine  eyes 
with  eye  salve,  that  thou  mayest  see.  Rev.  iii. 
17,  18. 

And  he  answered  and  said  unto  him,   Master, 

all  these  have  I   observed  from  my  youth.     Then 

Jesus  beholding  him  loved  him,  and  said  unto  him, 

One  thing  thou  lackest :  go  thy  way,  sell  whatsoever 
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thou  hast,  and  give  to  the  poor,  and  thou  shalt 
have  treasure  in  heaven:  and  come,  take  up  the 
cross,  and  follow  me.  And  he  was  sad  at  that 
saying,  and  went  away  grieved  :  for  he  had  great 
possessions.  Mark  x.  20—22. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord — To  this  man  will  I  look, 
even  to  him  that  is  poor  and  of  a  contrite  spirit, 
and  tremble th  at  my  word.  Isa.  Ixvi.  1,2. 


XXXIII. 

THE  PALATE. 

MY  child,  God  hath  given  thee  a  palate  to  taste 
the  sweetness  of  thy  food :  and  he  has  provided 
for  thee  wholesome  food  to  satisfy  thine  appetite. 
But  thy  taste  too  often  desireth  unwholesome 
sweetness ;  thou  eatest,  and  art  pleased  for  the  time. 
But  thou  hast  laid  up  sickness  for  thyself,  and 
bitter  medicines  must  make  way  for  health,  bring 
back  the  healthy  appetite,  and  give  thee  again  the 
pleasure  which  God  hath  joined  therewith. 

But  God,  my  child,  hath  also  given  appetites  to 
thy  soul.  He  hath  given  thee  the  desire  of  know- 
ledge, the  desire  of  something  that  thou  mayest 
love,  and  what  food,  what  pleasant  food  hath  he 
provided  for  these  thy  spiritual  appetites  !  He  hath 
revealed  himself  in  his  word,  that  thou  mayest 
know  him,  and  to  know  him  is  life  eternal :  he 
hath  shown  himself  as  full  of  loveliness  and  love, 
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that  thou  mightest  love  him.  But  the  appetite  is 
depraved ;  it  leaveth  this  heavenly  food,  and 
craveth  after  misery  and  vileness.  What  trifles, 
what  sinful  vanities  dost  thou  seek  to  know  ! 
What  wicked  pleasures,  what  evil  companions  dost 
thou  love  !  Repentance,  my  child,  and  self-denial, 
and  mortification,  and  godly  sorrow,  these  are  the 
medicines,  bitter  but  salutary  to  the  soul,  that 
bring  back  the  appetites  of  spiritual  health,  and 
make  thee  again  delight  thyself  in  God. 


And  when  the  woman  saw  that  the  tree  was 
good  for  food,  and  that  it  was  pleasant  to  the  eyes, 
and  a  tree  to  be  desired  to  make  one  wise,  she 
took  of  the  fruit  thereof,  and  did  eat,  and  gave 
also  unto  her  husband  with  her ;  and  he  did  eat. 
Gen.  iii.  6. 

For  my  people  have  committed  two  evils ;  they 
have  forsaken  me  the  fountain  of  living  waters, 
and  hewed  them  out  cisterns,  broken  cisterns,  that 
can  hold  no  water.  Jer.  ii.  13. 

Ephraim  feedeth  on  wind,  and  folio weth  after 
the  east  wind.  Hos.  xii.  1 . 

And  Jesus  said  unto  them,  I  am  the  Bread  of 
life ;  he  that  cometh  to  me  shall  never  hunger ; 
and  he  that  believeth  on  me  shall  never  thirst. 
John  vi.  35. 
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XXXIV. 

WINTER  AFTER  SPRING. 

HAST  thou  seen  the  sun  shine  forth  in  February, 
and  the  sky  blue,  and  the  hedge-rows  bursting 
into  bud,  and  the  primrose  peeping  beneath  the 
bank,  and  the  birds  singing  in  the  bushes '(  Thou 
hast  thought  that  spring  was  already  come  in  its 
beauty  and  sweet  odours.  But  a  few  days,  and 
the  clouds  returned,  and  the  atmosphere  was 
chilled,  and  the  birds  were  mute,  and  snow  was 
on  the  ground.  And  thou  hast  said  that  spring 
would  never  come. 

And  thus  sometimes  the  young  convert  finds  his 
fears  removed,  and  the  comforts  of  the  gospel  shed 
abroad  in  his  heart,  and  praise  and  thanksgiving 
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and  a  new  song  put  in  his  mouth.  And  he  deems 
unadvisedly  that  his  troubles  are  past  for  ever. 
But  a  while  and  his  doubts  return,  and  his  comforts 
die  away,  and  his  light  is  taken  from  him,  and  his 
spirit  is  overwhelmed,  and  he  is  fain  to  conclude 
that  salvation  and  all  its  blessings  are  not  for  him. 
But  the  spring,  though  late,  shall  break  at  last. 


For,  lo,  the  winter  is  past,  the  rain  is  over  and 
gone ;  the  flowers  appear  on  the  earth  ;  the  time 
of  the  singing  birds  is  come,  and  the  voice  of  the 
turtle  is  heard  in  our  land.  Cant.  ii.  11,  12. 

And  in  my  prosperity  I  said,  I  shall  never  be 
moved.  Lord,  by  thy  favour  thou  hast  made  my 
mountain  to  stand  strong :  thou  didst  hide  thy  face, 
and  I  was  troubled.  Psa.  xxx.  6,  7. 

Why  art  thou  cast  down,  O  my  soul  ?  and  why 
art  thou  disquieted  within  me  ?  hope  thou  in  God : 
for  I  shall  yet  praise  him,  who  is  the  health  of  my 
countenance,  and  my  God.  Psa.  xlii.  11. 

For  his  anger  endureth  but  a  moment ;  in  his 
favour  is  life :  weeping  may  endure  for  a  night, 
but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning.  Psa.  xxx.  5. 

They  that  sow  in  tears  shall  reap  in  joy.  He 
that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing  precious 
seed,  shall  doubtless  come  again  with  rejoicing, 
bringing  his  sheaves  with  him.  Psa.  cxxvi.  5,  6. 
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XXXV. 

THE  IVY. 

HAST  thou  seen  the  ivy  that  hath  wreathed  itself 
around  some  tall  tree,  and  sends  forth  its  luxuriant 
branches,  and  wraps  the  trunk  in  a  new  foliage  of 
dark  and  glistering  leaves.  It  is  beautiful ;  but  it 
kills  the  tree  which  it  embraces.  And  how  wilt 
thou  disentangle  the  tree  from  its  close  and  dan- 
gerous folds  1  Wilt  thou  loose  the  clasping  tendrils, 
that  root  themselves  upon  the  bark  ?  Thou  loosest 
one,  but  ten  thousand  more  have  deep  strong  hold 
therein.  No ;  cut  through  the  ivy's  stem,  and 
the  dying  tendrils  shall  relax  their  grasp. 
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My  child,  sin  is  the  ivy  of  the  soul,  that  clasps 
it  with  ten  thousand  creepers,  and  roots  itself  on 
every  part  thereof.  To  the  unrenewed  eye  it  is 
beautiful, — the  pleasures  of  the  world,  the  glories 
of  ambition,  the  revellings  of  the  sensualist :  they 
are  gay  and  splendid ;  but  they  are  killing  the 
soul.  And  think  not  thou  to  free  it  from  one  sin 
and  another  :  the  stem  of  sin  must  be  cut  asunder 
by  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  and  its  branches  and 
flowers  shall  die.  Take  away  the  love  of  sin  out 
of  the  heart,  and  the  life  shall  be  free  from  its 
power. 


Knowing  this,  that  our  old  man  is  crucified  with 
him,  that  the  body  of  sin  might  be  destroyed,  that 
henceforth  we  should  not  serve  sin.  Rom.  vi.  6. 

For  whosoever  shall  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet 
offend  in  one  point,  he  is  guilty  of  all.  For  he 
that  said,  Do  not  commit  adultery,  said  also,  Do 
not  kill.  Now  if  thou  commit  no  adultery,  yet  if 
thou  kill,  thou  art  become  a  transgressor  of  the  law. 
James  ii.  10,  11. 


XXXVI. 

FIRE. 

WHEN  fire  is  in  a  room,  and  thou  art  striving  to 
quell  it,  open  not  the  door,  lest  the  air,  rushing  in, 
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feed  the  fierce  flame,  and  it  baffle  all  thine  endea- 
vours. Keep  the  room  close,  and  then  thou  shalt 
more  easily  smother  the  fire. 

Thus  it  is  with  corruption.  Keep  it  close  in  the 
heart,  and  endeavour  to  stifle  it  there:  but  if  once 
thou  lettest  it  break  forth  into  words,— thine  anger, 
thy  malice,  thy  discontent,  thy  love  of  the  world, 
thy  self-conceit, — thou  lettest  in  the  wind  on  the 
fire  of  corruption,  and  who  shall  quench  it  ? 


I  said,  I  will  take  heed  to  my  ways,  that  I  sin 
not  with  my  tongue :  I  will  keep  my  mouth  with  a 
bridle,  while  the  wicked  is  before  me.  I  was  dumb 
with  silence,  I  held  my  peace,  even  from  good  ; 
and  my  sorrow  was  stirred.  Psa.  xxxix.  1,  2. 

Set  a  watch,  O  Lord,  before  my  mouth  ;  keep 
the  door  of  my  lips.  Psa.  cxli.  3. 

Behold  how  great  a  matter  a  little  fire  kindleth  ! 
And  the  tongue  is  a  fire,  a  world  of  iniquity :  so  is 
the  tongue  among  our  members,  that  it  defileth  the 
whole  body,  and  setteth  on  fire  the  course  of  na- 
ture ;  and  it  is  set  on  fire  of  hell.  James  iii.  5,  6. 
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XXXVII. 

THE  TELESCOPE. 

IN  what  dimness  and  confusion  lies  the  distant 
prospect  to  thine  eye  !  One  mixed  scene,  varying 
only  in  darkness  of  shade,  fading  away  by  degrees, 
and  mingling  with  the  sky.  But  arm  thine  eye 
with  the  telescope, — its  glasses  bright,  their  dis- 
tances adjusted, — and  look  ;  then  fields  and  inter- 
secting hedge-rows,  the  dark  wood,  and  shining 
lake,  the  mansion  with  its  blue  smoke,  the  peasant's 
cottage,  and  the  spire  of  the  village  church,  all  rise 
clearly  to  thine  eye,  each  in  its  place  and  distance. 
And  is  not  the  eternal  world  thus  dim  to  thy 
mind's  eyes, — its  inhabitants,  its  employments,  its 
everlasting  blessedness  ?  But  take  thou  the  optic 
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of  faith  :  keep  its  glasses  bright  by  prayer,  un- 
dimmed  by  the  breath  of  this  world,  unspecked  by 
earthly  affection  :  rest  it  on  the  word  of  God  :  then 
look.  Are  not  the  visions  of  God  around  thee  ? 


I  knew  a  man  in  Christ  about  fourteen  years 
ago,  (whether  in  the  body,  I  cannot  tell ;  or  whether 
out  of  the  body,  I  cannot  tell :  God  knoweth ;) 
such  an  one  caught  up  to  the  third  heaven.  And  I 
knew  such  a  man,  (whether  in  the  body,  or  out  of 
the  body,  I  cannot  tell :  God  knoweth  ;)  how  that 
he  was  caught  up  into  paradise,  and  heard  unspeak- 
able words,  which  it  is  not  lawful  for  a  man  to 
utter.  2  Cor.  xii.  2—4. 

After  this  I  beheld,  and  lo,  a  great  multitude, 
which  no  man  could  number,  of  all  nations  and 
kindreds,  and  people,  and  tongues,  stood  before  the 
throne,  and  before  the  Lamb,  clothed  with  white 
robes,  and  palms  in  their  hands ;  and  cried  with  a 
loud  voice,  saying,  Salvation  to  our  God  which 
sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb.  Rev. 
vii.  9,  10. 

And  a  voice  came  out  of  the  throne,  saying, 
Praise  our  God,  all  ye  his  servants,  and  ye  that 
fear  him,  both  small  and  great.  And  I  heard  as  it 
were  the  voice  of  a  great  multitude,  and  as  the 
voice  of  many  waters,  and  as  the  voice  of  mighty 
thunderings,  saying,  Alleluia:  for  the  Lord  God 
omnipotent  reigneth. — And  he  saith  unto  me, 
Write,  Blessed  are  they  which  are  called  unto  the 
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marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb.  And  he  saith  unto 
me,  These  are  the  true  sayings  of  God.  Rev.  xix. 
5,  6.  9. 


XXXVIII. 

THE  WATCH. 


WHAT  a  wonder  is  the  watch!  that  silent  hand 
which  warns  thee  of  the  progress  of  time,  which 
runs  the  circle  of  the  dial-plate,  and  tells  thee  that 
the  hour  is  gone  !  Whence  hath  the  hand  its  mo- 
tion ?  Hath  it  life  ?  hath  it  sense  ?  Nay,  my 
child,  but  open  the  watch,  see  there  the  springs  and 
wheels,  and  chains,  in  perpetual  operation.  Thou 
canst  not  understand  the  structure,  but  hence  hath 
the  hand  its  constant  motion.  Break  but  the 
spring,  remove  a  wheel,  and  thou  stoppest  the 
movement  of  the  whole. 

In  what  continual  activity  is  man  !  He  builds, 
he  plants,  he  journeys,  he  traverses  the  mighty 
ocean,  he  penetrates  the  bowels  of  the  earth. 
Whence  then  this  toil,  this  constant  agitation  ? 
From  the  restless  spirit  within.  It  commandeth,  it 
prompteth,  and  the  eye,  the  hand,  the  foot  obey. 
It  departeth,  and  that  curious  machine,  the  body, 
is  at  rest, — without  motion,  in  the  dust  of  death. 
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And  the  Lord  God  formed  man  of  the  dust  of 
the  ground,  and  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the 
breath  of  life;  and  man  became  a  living  soul. 
Gen.  ii.  7. 

I  will  praise  thee ;  for  I  am  fearfully  and  won- 
derfully made  :  marvellous  are  thy  works  ;  and  that 
my  soul  knoweth  right  well.  Psa.  cxxxix.  14. 

Or  ever  the  silver  cord  be  loosed,  or  the  golden 
bowl  be  broken,  or  the  pitcher  be  broken  at  the 
fountain,  or  the  wheel  broken  at  the  cistern.  Then 
shall  the  dust  return  to  the  earth  as  it  was  :  and 
the  spirit  shall  return  unto  God  who  gave  it. 
Eccles.  xii.  6,  7. 


XXXIX. 

THE  WATCH. 

PART    II. 

AND  is  it  always  true  time  with  thee  ?  Doth  thy 
watch  never  deceive  thee  ?  and  wherefore  is  it  that 
the  silent  hand  misguides  thee  ?  There  is  some- 
thing within  is  disarranged.  Dust  hath  clogged 
the  progress,  or  the  lubricating  oil  is  dry,  or  the 
weather  hath  relaxed  or  braced  too  tight  the  spring. 
Take  thy  watch  to  the  artisan  that  understands  its 
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inward  structure,  and  he  shall  restore  it  to  its  re- 
gular motion  and  its  use. 

Ah,  my  child,  and  what  are  the  actions  of  man  ? 
what  are  thy  actions  ?  how  irregular !  how  wild  ! 
how  sad !  how  useless  !  For  sin  hath  marred  the 
spring-  of  all,  sin  hath  overspread  the  soul.  That 
spirit  breathed  into  man  by  God  himself,  so  noble 
in  its  origin,  so  excellent  in  its  nature,  sin  hath 
corrupted  its  every  thought,  affection,  feeling,  mo- 
tion. Ah,  take  it  to  Him  who  gave  it  thee,  to 
Him  who  understands  its  nature,  its  value,  and  its 
malady ;  take  it  to  thy  God,  and  he  can  yet  re- 
store it,  his  spirit  shall  give  to  it  again  the  "  beau- 
ty of  holiness."  Psa.  xxix.  2. 


And  God  saw  that  the  wickedness  of  man  was 
great  in  the  earth,  and  that  every  imagination  of 
the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil  continually. 
Gen.  vi.  5. 

For  out  of  the  heart  proceed  evil  thoughts,  mur- 
ders, adulteries,  fornications,  thefts,  false  witness, 
blasphemies.  Matt.  xv.  19. 

And  be  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  your  mind  ;  and 
that  ye  put  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is 
created  in  righteousness  and  true  holiness.  Eph. 
iv.  23,  24. 
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XL. 

THE  TAPER. 

THE  taper  giveth  a  beautiful  light,  and  disperseth 
the  darkness  of  thy  chamber.  Yet  the  wick  upon 
which  that  light  fastens  is  always  tending  to  dim 
the  brightness  thereof,  and  if  thou  leavest  it  un- 
trimmed,  thy  light  will  ere  long  be  darkness. 

That  beautiful  light  is  the  grace  of  God  in  the 
heart  of  man,  which  sendeth  forth  its  shine  in  a 
dark  and  wicked  world.  But  alas  !  the  corrupt 
nature  into  which  that  g'race  entereth,  how  doth  it 
obscure  its  pure  and  lovely  lustre  !  O  keep  that 
nature  under  by  prayer,  by  watchfulness,  by  self- 
denial.  So  shall  thy  taper  be  bright,  thy  walk 
comfortable,  useful,  honourable. 
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Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world. — Let  your  light 
so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may  see  your  good 
works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 
Matt.  v.  14.  16. 

Then  all  those  virgins  arose,  and  trimmed  their 
lamps.  Matt.  xxv.  7. 

Let  your  loins  be  girded  about,  and  your  lights 
burning.  Luke  xii.  35. 

But  1  keep  under  my  body,  and  bring  it  into 
subjection  :  lest  that  by  any  means,  when  I  have 
preached  to  others,  I  myself  should  be  a  castaway. 
1  Cor.  ix.  27. 
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XLI. 
THE  RAVEN  AND  THE  DOVE. 

AN  D  the  flood  was  forty  days  upon  the  earth ;  and 
the  waters  increased,  and  bare  up  the  ark,  and  it 
was  lift  up  above  the  earth.  Gen.  vii.  17. 

And  the  ark  rested  in  the  seventh  month,  on 
the  seventeenth  day  of  the  month,  upon  the  moun- 
tains of  Ararat. — And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end 
of  forty  days,  that  Noah  opened  the  window  of  the 
ark  which  he  had  made;  and  he  sent  forth  a  raven, 
which  went  forth  to  and  fro,  until  the  waters 
were  dried  up  from  off  the  earth.  Also  he  sent 
forth  a  dove  from  him,  to  see  if  the  waters  were 
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abated  from  off  the  face  of  the  ground  ;  but  the 
dove  found  no  rest  for  the  sole  of  her  foot,  and  she 
returned  unto  him  into  the  ark,  for  the  waters  were 
on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth  :  then  he  put  forth 
his  hand,  and  took  her,  and  pulled  her  in  unto  him 
into  the  ark.  Gen.  viii.  4.  6 — 9. 

These  things,  my  child,  were  written  for  our 
instruction,  in  the  history  of  ages  that  are  past, 
and  they  shadow  forth  spiritual  things  to  the  eye 
of  faith.  The  ark  I  liken  to  the  church  of  God  : 
the  waters  around,  to  a  world  that  "  lieth  in 
wickedness,"  1  John  v.  19  ;  the  raven,  that  un- 
clean bird,  Lev.  xi.  13.  15.  that  rested  without 
the  ark,  and  fed  upon  the  carcases  floating  on  the 
waters,  to  the  worldling  unpurified  from  sin,  con- 
tent with  the  world,  and  feeding  on  its  pleasures  ; 
but  the  dove,  the  bird  for  sacrifice,  that  could  not 
rest  save  in  the  ark  with  Noah,  to  the  Christian 
cleansed  and  given  up  to  God,  no  longer  at  home 
in  the  world,  happy  only  in  the  company  of  holy 
men  and  communion  with  God. 


—  men  of  the  world,  which  have  their  portion 
in  this  life,  and  whose  belly  thou  fillest  with  thy 
hid  treasure  :  they  are  full  of  children,  and  leave 
the  rest  of  their  substance  to  their  babes.  Psa. 
xvii.  14. 

I  have  hated  the  congregation  of  evil  doers ; 
and  will  not  sit  with  the  wicked. —  Lord,  I  have 
loved  the  habitation  of  thy  house,  and  the  place 
G  2 
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where  thine  honour  dwelleth.  Gather  not  my  soul 
with  sinners,  nor  my  life  with  bloody  men :  in 
whose  hands  is  mischief,  and  their  right  hand  is 
full  of  bribes.  Psa.  xxvi.  5.  8—10. 

And  T  said,  Oh  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove! 
for  then  would  I  fly  away,  and  be  at  rest.  Psa. 
Iv.  6. 

Return  unto  thy  rest,  O  my  soul  ;  for  the  Lord 
hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee.  Psa.  cxvi.  7. 


XLII. 

THE  FIRE  IN  THE  BUSH. 

Now  Moses  kept  the  flock  of  Jethro  his  father-in- 
law,  the  priest  of  Midian  :  and  he  led  the  flock  to 
the  backside  of  the  desert,  and  came  to  the  moun- 
tain of  God,  even  to  Horeb.  And  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  appeared  unto  him  in  a  flame  of  fire  out 
of  the  midst  of  a  bush:  and  he  looked,  and,  be- 
hold, the  bush  burned  with  fire,  and  the  bush  was 
not  consumed.  And  Moses  said,  I  will  now  turn 
aside,  and  see  this  great  sight,  why  the  bush  is 
not  burnt.  Exod.  iii.  1 — 3. 

Let  us,  my  child,  like  Moses,  turn  aside  and 
consider  this  great  sight.  Wherefore  was  it  that 
God  appeared  in  this  wise  to  Moses  ?  Perhaps 
to  show  him,  as  in  a  glass,  the  state  of  the  Is- 
raelites. They  were  as  the  bush  ;  their  grievous 
affliction  was  as  the  fire ;  they  were  burnt  indeed 
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thereby,  but  they  were  not  consumed;  for  "  the 
more  they  afflicted  them,  the  more  they  multiplied 
and  grew."  Exod.  i.  12.  The  bush  was  not  burnt 
because  the  Lord  was  there  ;  the  Israelites  were 
not  consumed  because  the  Lord  was  with  them. 
And  still  does  the  presence  of  the  Lord  support  his 
people  in  the  midst  of  all  their  troubles. 


We  are  troubled  on  every  side,  yet  not  distressed ; 
we  are  perplexed,  but  not  in  despair  ;  persecuted, 
but  not  forsaken  ;  cast  down,  but  not  destroyed. 
2  Cor.  iv.  8,  9. 

When  thou  passest  through  the  waters,  I  will 
be  with  thee ;  and  through  the  rivers,  they  shall 
not  overflow  thee  :  when  thou  walkest  through  the 
fire,  thou  shalt  not  be  burned  ;  neither  shall  the 
flame  kindle  upon  thee.  Isa.  xliii.  2. 

Then  Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  was  astonied, 
and  rose  up  in  haste,  and  spake,  and  said  unto  his 
counsellors,  Did  we  not  cast  three  men  bound  into 
the  midst  of  the  fire  ?  They  answered  and  said 
unto  the  king,  True,  O  king.  He  answered  and 
said,  Lo,  I  see  four  men  loose,  walking  in  the 
midst  of  the  fire,  and  they  have  no  hurt ;  and  the 
form  of  the  fourth  is  like  the  Son  of  God.  Then 
Nebuchadnezzar  came  near  to  the  mouth  of  the 
burning  fiery  furnace,  and  spake,  and  said,  Sha- 
drach,  Meshach,  and  Abed-nego,  ye  servants  of  the 
Most  High  God,  come  forth,  and  come  hither. 
Then  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Abed-nego  came 
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forth  of  the  midst  of  the  fire.  And  the  princes 
and  captains,  and  the  king's  counsellors  being 
gathered  together,  saw  these  men,  upon  whose 
bodies  the  fire  had  no  power,  nor  was  an  hair  of 
their  head  singed,  neither  were  their  coats  changed, 
nor  the  smell  of  fire  had  passed  upon  them.  Dan. 
iii.  24—27. 


XLI1I. 
THE  PILLAR  OF  CLOUD  AND  FIRE. 


AND  on  the  day  that  the  tabernacle  was  reared  up 
the  cloud  covered  the  tabernacle,  namely,  the  tent 
of  the  testimony  :  and  at  even  there  was  upon  the 
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tabernacle  as  it  were  the  appearance  of  fire,  until 
the  morning1.  So  it  was  alway  :  the  cloud  covered 
it  by  day,  and  the  appearance  of  fire  by  night. 
And  when  the  cloud  was  taken  up  from  the  taber- 
nacle, then  after  that  the  children  of  Israel  jour- 
neyed :  and  in  the  place  where  the  cloud  abode, 
there  the  children  of  Israel  pitched  their  tents. 
At  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  the  children  of 
Israel  journeyed,  and  at  the  commandment  of  the 
Lord  they  pitched  :  as  long  as  the  cloud  abode 
upon  the  tabernacle,  they  rested  in  their  tents. 
And  when  the  cloud  tarried  long  upon  the  taber- 
nacle many  days,  then  the  children  of  Israel  kept 
the  charge  of  the  Lord,  and  journeyed  not.  And 
so  it  was,  when  the  cloud  was  a  few  days  upon 
the  tabernacle;  according  to  the  commandment  of 
the  Lord  they  abode  in  their  tents,  and  according 
to  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  they  journeyed. 
And  so  it  was,  when  the  cloud  abode  from  even 
unto  the  morning,  and  that  the  cloud  was  taken 
up  in  the  morning,  then  they  journeyed  :  whether 
it  was  by  day  or  by  night  that  the  cloud  was  taken 
up,  they  journeyed.  Or  whether  it  were  two  days, 
or  a  month,  or  a  year,  that  the  cloud  tarried  upon 
the  tabernacle,  remaining  thereon,  the  children  of 
Israel  abode  in  their  tents,  and  journeyed  not :  but 
when  it  was  taken  up  they  journeyed.  At  the 
commandment  of  the  Lord  they  rested  in  their  tents, 
and  at  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  they  jour- 
neyed :  they  kept  the  charge  of  the  Lord,  at  the 
commandment  of  the  Lord,  by  the  hand  of  Moses. 
Numb.  ix.  15—23. 
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Wouldest  thou  rejoice  to  be  thus  led  by  God  ? 
to  have  the  journeyings  of  thy  life  thus  appointed 
by  him  ?  going1  whither  and  when  he  pleases  ?  and 
resting  where  and  as  long  as  he  pleases  ?  Even 
thus  shalt  thou  be  led,  if  thou  lookest  to  the  Lord 
to  lead  thee.  He  shall  not  go  before  thee  in  a 
pillar  of  cloud  and  fire  ;  but  he  shall  lighten  thy 
steps  by  his  Word  and  Spirit,  and  in  answer  to 
prayer  shall  open  thy  ways  by  his  providence. 
Was  not  Joseph  as  surely  led  into  Egypt  by  the 
providence  of  God,  as  the  Israelites  were  led  out 
therefrom  by  his  glory  going  before  them  ?  Was 
not  Onesimus  as  surely  brought  to  Paul  by  the 
natural  course  of  things  as  directed  by  the  Lord, 
as  the  Ethiopian  eunuch  was  to  Philip,  by  the 
impulse  and  direction  of  the  Spirit  ? 


Yet  thou  in  thy  manifold  mercies  forsookest 
them  not  in  the  wilderness  :  the  pillar  of  the  cloud 
departed  not  from  them  by  day,  to  lead  them  on 
the  way  ;  neither  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night,  to 
show  them  light,  and  the  wray  wherein  they  should 
go.  Neh.  ix.  19. 

The  steps  of  a  good  man  are  ordered  by  the 
Lord.  Psa.  xxxvii.  23. 

I  will  instruct  thee  and  teach  thee  in  the  way 
which  thou  shalt  go  :  I  will  guide  thee  with  mine 
eye.  Psa.  xxxii.  8. 

Lead  me,  O  Lord,  in  thy  righteousness  because 
of  mine  enemies  :  make  thy  way  straight  before 
my  face,  P.sa,  v.  8. 
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Trust  in  the  Lord  with  all  thine  heart ;  and 
lean  not  unto  thine  own  understanding.  In  all 
thy  ways  acknowledge  him,  and  he  shall  direct  thy 
paths.  Prov.  iii.  5,  6. 


XLIV. 
THE  PILLAR  OF  CLOUD  AND  FIRE. 


AND  the  angel  of  God,  which  went  before  the 
camp  of  Israel,  removed  and  went  hehind  them  : 
and  the  pillar  of  the  cloud  went  from  before  their 
face,  and  stood  behind  them  :  and  it  came  between 
the  camp  of  the  Egyptians  and  the  camp  of  Israel  ; 
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and  it  was  a  cloud  and  darkness  to  them,  but  it 
gave  light  by  night  to  these :  so  that  the  one  came 
not  near  the  other  all  the  night.  Exod.  xiv.  19,  20. 
Even  thus  is  the  Lord  now,  a  terror  and  dark- 
ness to  his  enemies,  a  light  and  comfort  inexpres- 
sible to  his  redeemed  people.  My  little  one,  are 
the  thoughts  of  God  terrible  to  thee,  or,  through 
his  goodness,  are  they  comfortable  and  cheering 
to  thee  ? 


Thou  shalt  destroy  them  that  speak  leasing ;  the 
Lord  will  abhor  the  bloody  and  deceitful  man. 
But  as  for  me,  I  will  come  into  thine  house  in  the 
multitude  of  thy  mercy ;  and  in  thy  fear  will  I 
worship  toward  thy  holy  temple. — Destroy  thou 
them,  O  God;  let  them  fall  by  their  own  counsels; 
cast  them  out  in  the  multitude  of  their  transgres- 
sions ;  for  they  have  rebelled  against  thee.  But 
let  all  those  that  put  their  trust  in  thee  rejoice ;  let 
them  ever  shout  for  joy,  because  thou  defendest 
them  :  let  them  also  that  love  thy  name  be  joyful 
in  thee.  For  thou,  Lord,  wilt  bless  the  righteous  ; 
with  favour  wilt  thou  compass  him,  as  with  a  shield. 
Psa.v.  6,  7.  10-12. 

There  be  many  that  say,  Who  will  show  us  any 
good  ?  Lord,  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  coun- 
tenance upon  us.  Psa.  iv.  6. 

And  for  fear  of  him  the  keepers  did  shake,  and 
became  as  dead  men.  And  the  angel  answered 
and  said  unto  the  woman,  Fear  not  ye.  Matt, 
xxviii.  4,  5. 
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XLV. 

GIDEON'S   FLEECE. 

AND  Gideon  said  unto  God,  If  thou  wilt  save  Israel 
by  mine  hand,  as  thou  hast  said,  behold,  I  will  put 
a  fleece  of  wool  on  the  floor  ;  and  if  the  dew  be  on 
the  fleece  only,  and  it  be  dry  upon  all  the  earth  be- 
side, then  shall  I  know  that  thou  wilt  save  Israel 
by  mine  hand,  as  thou  hast  said.  And  it  was  so  ; 
for  he  rose  up  early  on  the  morrow,  and  thrust  the 
fleece  tog-ether,  and  wringed  the  dew  out  of  the 
fleece,  a  bowl  full  of  water.  And  Gideon  said  unto 
God,  Let  not  thine  anger  be  hot  against  me,  and  I 
will  speak  but  this  once;  let  me  prove,  I  pray  thee, 
but  this  once  with  the  fleece,  let  it  now  be  dry 
only  upon  the  fleece,  and  upon  all  the  ground  let 
H 
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there  be  dew.  And  God  did  so  that  night :  for  it 
was  dry  upon  the  fleece  only,  and  there  was  dew 
on  all  the  ground.  Judg.  vi.  36-40. 

Thus,  my  child,  should  thy  lot  be  cast  among 
ungodly  men,  dry  and  barren  in  the  fruits  of 
righteousness,  may  yet  the  healing  influences  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  rest  in  a  plentiful  effusion  upon 
thee  !  And  thus,  shouldst  thou  be  thrown  among 
the  children  of  worldly  and  unholy  mirth,  crowned 
with  their  fading  flowers,  and  dropping  with  the 
abused  wine,  may  those  unwholesome  dews  be  far 
from  thee  ! 


And  be  not  drunk  with  wine,  wherein  is  excess ; 
but  be  filled  with  the  Spirit.  Eph.  v.  18. 

O  God,  thou  art  my  God  ;  early  will  I  seek 
thee :  my  soul  thirsteth  for  thee,  my  flesh  longeth 
for  thee  in  a  dry  and  thirsty  land  where  no  water 
is.  Psa.  Ixiii.  1. 

Who  hath  woe  ?  who  hath  sorrow  ?  who  hath 
contentions  ?  who  hath  babbling  ?  who  hath  wrounds 
without  cause  '*.  who  hath  redness  of  eyes  ?  They 
that  tarry  long  at  the  wine  ;  they  that  go  to  seek 
mixed  wine.  Look  not  thou  upon  the  wine  when 
it  is  red,  when  it  giveth  his  colour  in  the  cup, 
when  it  moveth  itself  aright.  At  the  last  it  biteth 
like  a  serpent,  and  stingeth  like  an  adder.  Prov. 
xxiii.  29—32. 

Woe  unto  them  that  rise  up  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, that  they  may  follow  strong  drink  ;  that  con- 
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tinue  until  night,  till  wine  inflame  them  !  And  the 
harp,  and  the  viol,  the  tabret,  and  pipe,  and  wine, 
are  in  their  feasts :  but  they  regard  not  the  work 
of  the  Lord,  neither  consider  the  operation  of  his 
hands.  Isa.  v.  11,  12. 


XLVI. 

GIDEON'S  ARMY. 

AND  the  Lord  snid  unto  Gideon,  The  people  are 
yet  too  many  ;  bring  them  down  unto  the  water, 
and  I  will  try  them  for  thee  there:  and  it  shall  be, 
that  of  whom  I  say  unto  thee,  This  shall  go  with 
thee,  the  same  shall  go  with  thee  :  and  of  whomso- 
ever I  say  unto  thee,  This  shall  not  go  with  thee, 
the  same  shall  not  go.  So  he  brought  down  the 
people  unto  the  water ;  and  the  Lord  said  unto 
Gideon,  Every  one  that  lappeth  of  the  water  with 
his  tongue,  as  a  dog  lappeth,  him  shalt  thou  set  by 
himself;  likewise  every  one  that  boweth  down  upon 
his  knees  to  drink.  And  the  number  of  them  that 
lapped,  putting  their  hand  to  their  mouth,  were 
three  hundred  men :  but  all  the  rest  of  the  people 
bowed  down  upon  their  knees  to  drink  water.  And 
the  Lord  said  unto  Gideon,  By  the  three  hundred 
men  that  lapped  will  I  save  you,  and  deliver  the 
Midianites  into  thine  hand:  and  let  all  the  other 
people  go  every  man  unto  his  place.  Judg.  vii. 
4-7. 
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Expressive  picture  of  those  who  are  made  meet 
to  be  the  soldiers  of  the  Lord  !  The  worldling 
stoopeth  him  down,  like  the  beast  that  perisheth, 
and  drinketh  a  full  draught  of  the  pleasures  and 
follies  of  the  world.  But,  O  my  child,  as  thou 
wouldst  please  Him  who  calleth  us  to  be  his  sol- 
diers, taste  thou  warily  of  the  good  things  of  this 
life  ;  they  are  for  the  refreshment,  not  the  pamper- 
ing of  the  body,  to  enable  it  to  be  the  servant, 
not  to  make  it  the  tyrant  of  the  soul. 


Thou  therefore  endure  hardness,  as  a  good  sol- 
dier of  Jesus  Christ.  No  man  that  warreth  en- 
tangleth  himself  with  the  affairs  of  this  life ;  that 
he  may  please  him  who  hath  chosen  him  to  be  a 
soldier.  2  Tim.  ii.  3,  4. 

Dearly  beloved,  I  beseech  you  as  strangers  and 
pilgrims,  abstain  from  fleshly  lusts,  which  war 
against  the  soul.  1  Pet.  ii.  11. 

But  this  I  say,  brethren,  the  time  is  short;  it 
remaineth,  that  both  they  that  have  wives  be  as 
though  they  had  none  :  and  they  that  weep,  as 
though  they  wept  not;  and  they  that  rejoice,  as 
though  they  rejoiced  not;  and  they  that  buy,  as 
though  they  possessed  not ;  and  they  that  use  this 
world,  as  not  abusing  it :  for  the  fashion  of  this 
world  passeth  away.  1  Cor.  vii.  29 — 31. 
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XLVII. 

THE  TEMPLE  IN  RUINS. 

How  magnificent  was  the  house  of  the  Lord  in  Je- 
rusalem ;  its  buildings  and  colonnades,  its  vessels 
and  furniture,  its  embroidery  and  cunning  work. 
And  with  what  feelings  must  the  prophet  have  sate 
in  the  "  solitary  city,"  Lam.  i.  1.  and  viewed  the 
temple  in  its  ruins,  the  timbers  smoking  in  their 
ashes,  and  not  one  stone  left  upon  another. 

Come,  my  child,  and  mourn,  but  mourn  in 
earnest,  over  a  sadder  desolation.  The  heart  of 
man  was  a  temple,  more  holy,  more  glorious,  more 
meet  for  the  habitation  of  the  Most  High,  than  any 
material  house  could  be.  But  the  cruel  enemy 
hath  entered :  sin  hath  defaced  the  temple  of  the 
Lord.  And  now  no  sweet  incense  of  prayer  as- 
cends thence  towards  heaven,  kindled  by  a  fire  that 
came  down  from  heaven;  no  seven-fold  lamp  is 
there  of  divine  illumination  supplied  by  the  Holy 
Spirit ;  no  music  of  psalms  and  thanksgivings 
warbling  up  to  God;  no  "holy,  just,  and  good," 
Rom.  vii.  12.  written  on  "  fleshly  tables,"  and 
"  written  by  the  finger  of  God,"  2  Cor.  iii.  3.  Ex. 
xxxi.  18:  no  shechinah,  no  token  of  the  Divine 
presence.  Mourn,  my  child, — God  make  thee  to 
mourn  in  earnest, — over  this  saddest  desolation. 
"  Ichabod !  the  glory  is  departed."  1  Samuel 
iv.  21. 
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But  Solomon  built  him  an  house.  Howbeit  the 
Most  High  dwelleth  not  in  temples  made  with 
hands.  Acts  vii.  47,  48. 

And  they  burnt  the  house  of  God,  and  brake 
down  the  wall  of  Jerusalem,  and  burnt  all  the  pa- 
laces thereof  with  fire,  and  destroyed  all  the  goodly 
vessels  thereof.  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  !9. 

And  he  hath  violently  taken  away  his  taberna- 
cle as  if  it  were  a  garden;  he  hath  destroyed 
his  places  of  the  assembly  :  the  Lord  hath  caused 
the  solemn  feasts  and  sabbaths  to  be  forgotten  in 
Zion,  and  hath  despised  in  the  indignation  of  his 
anger  the  king  and  the  priest.  The  Lord  hath 
cast  off  his  altar,  he  hath  abhorred  his  sanctuary, 
he  hath  given  up  into  the  hand  of  the  enemy  the 
walls  of  her  palaces ;  they  have  made  a  noise  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  as  in  the  day  of  a  solemn  feast. 
The  Lord  hath  purposed  to  destroy  the  wall  of  the 
daughter  of  Zion  ;  he  hath  stretched  out  a  line  ;  he 
hath  not  withdrawn  his  hand  from  destroying; 
therefore  he  made  the  rampart  and  the  wall  to  la- 
ment :  they  languished  together.  Lam.  ii.  6 — 8. 

Thine  enemies  roar  in  the  midst  of  thy  congre- 
gations :  they  set  up  their  ensigns  for  signs.  A 
man  was  famous  according  as  he  had  lifted  up  axes 
upon  the  thick  trees.  But  now  they  break  down 
the  carved  work  thereof  at  once  with  axes  and 
hammers.  They  have  cast  fire  into  the  sanctuary, 
they  have  defiled  by  casting  down  the  dwelling 
place  of  thy  name  to  the  ground.  Psa.  Ixxiv.  4  —  7. 


EMBLEM*.  7!) 


XLVlil. 
THE  SECOND  TEMPLE. 

BUT  see,  the  temple  rises  from  its  ruins,  yet  not  in 
all  its  former  grandeur :  for  how  shall  the  children 
of  the  captivity  equal  in  magnificence  King  Solo- 
mon ?  Yet  there  is  a  glory  reserved  for  the  second, 
in  which  the  first  was  wanting.  The  Lord  himself 
shall  come  to  his  temple,  Mai.  iii.  1.  he  shall  be 
seen  there  who  is  "  fairer  than  the  children  of 
men,"  Psa.  xlv.  2.  and  men  shall  wonder  at  the 
gracious  words  that  shall  proceed  out  of  his  mouth. 
Luke  iv.  22.  My  child,  thy  heart  may  even  in 
this  world  become  again  the  temple  of  thy  God. 
But  not  with  the  outward  glory  of  the  first.  That 
purity,  that  perfect  innocence  which  adorned  Adam 
in  Paradise  thou  canst  not  recover  here.  But  an 
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inward  glory  thou  mayest  have,  which  Adam  had 
not :  Christ  shall  dwell  in  this  his  temple,  "  Christ 
be  formed"  in  thee,  "  the  hope  of  glory."  Gal.  iv. 
19.  Col.  i.  27. 


And  all  the  people  shouted  with  a  great  shout, 
when  they  praised  the  Lord,  because  the  foundation 
of  the  house  of  the  Lord  was  laid.  But  many  of 
the  priests  and  Levites  and  chief  of  the  fathers,  who 
were  ancient  men,  that  had  seen  the  first  house, 
when  the  foundation  of  this  house  was  laid  before 
their  eyes,  wept  with  a  loud  voice  ;  and  many 
shouted  aloud  for  joy.  Ezra  iii.  11,  12. 

And  I  will  shake  all  nations,  and  the  Desire  of 
all  nations  shall  come :  and  I  will  fill  this  house 
with  glory,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.  The  silver  is 
mine,  and  the  gold  is  mine,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 
The  glory  of  this  latter  house  shall  be  greater  than 
of  the  former,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts :  and  in 
this  place  will  I  give  peace,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 
Haggai  ii.  7—9. 

What  ?  know  ye  not  that  your  body  is  the  tem- 
ple of  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  in  you,  which  ye 
have  of  God,  and  ye  are  not  your  own  ?  1  Cor. 
vi.  19. 

That  Christ  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith. 
Eph.  iii.  17. 
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Young  Cottager,  bd.  red, 
Is.  silk,  Is.  6d. 
Young,  Select  Tracts  for, 
Vol  I  to  IV    each 

Youth's  Companion  .... 

A  large  assortment  of  Reward  Books  and  Traits  at  a  less  price. 
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